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Dear Reader,

Welcome to this edition of the IDIH Magazine, an opportunity to be updated on news, opinions, 

opportunities and events in digital transformation in health for active and healthy ageing, with a look to 

the trends and perspectives of international cooperation in this field. 

The EU has international cooperation activities in the area of digital health with a number of key 

partner countries like Japan, Canada, South-Korea, India, African countries and the USA. We can say 

that in the future, the international cooperation in the area of digital health will be mainly oriented at 

enhancing collaboration and mutual cultural understanding, e.g. regarding smart living approaches to 

further develop cultural adaptations, as in the ongoing EU-Japan collaboration of social robots assisting 

older people in fall prevention. Moreover, efforts will be put in promoting European values regarding 

interoperability and good governance in the sharing of health data, taking into account data privacy but 

also security-relevant aspects considering  human rights abuses, and ensuring citizens’ trust. One of the 

main priorities of the European Commission in the area of the digital transformation of health and care 

is, indeed, the creation of a common European Health Data Space (EHDS), as set out in the European 

Strategy for Data adopted in February 2020, with the aim of improving safe and secure accessibility of 

health data, allowing, thus, for targeted and faster research, diagnosis and treatment.

Horizon Europe will offer various R&I opportunities for enhancing the use of digital technologies for better 

health and care, to empower doctors, patients and citizens with better digital health literacy, to enhance 

the adoption of digital health solutions through a stronger ecosystem. In this scenario, the innovation and 

deployment of digital health technologies are an absolute priority. A dedicated European Partnership 

on Transforming Health and Care Systems would provide input for the scientific priorities, especially with 

regard to unmet public health needs. In this scenario, the international actors of R&I will have, thus, again 

the chance to enhance cooperation with the EU in the framework of Horizon Europe, that continues to 

be inspired by a general principle of openness to the world, while taking into account mutual benefits, 

international commitments, scientific diplomacy and reciprocity criteria.

Ageing, as a global challenge, is now a common ground for mutual learning and cooperation, and 

also plenty of opportunities for economic growth, with a more prominent silver economy, technological 

and health innovation, and a more inclusive and fairer society for longer, healthy and meaningful lives. 

The Green Paper on Ageing (January 2021) adopts a whole life approach to ageing, calling for taking 

adequate policy actions in different domains, from improving the health and wellbeing of older people, to 

promoting life-long education, gender equality and civic participation of older people. Putting this in the 

perspective of a Green and Digital transition it is important to harness the potential of digital technologies 

and better digital skills for all: e.g Apps that promote healthy lifestyles from early on or help with chronic 

conditions; enhance the use of telemedicine and reduce hospitalizations, waiting hours or increased risk 

of infectious diseases; adapt our houses, working and living spaces, communities and cities to the ageing 

process, also with the help of digital technologies. 

This edition of the Magazine, by highlighting such innovations globally, especially through the experts 

perspectives, and updating on the process of implementation of Horizon Europe, envisages, then, great 

opportunities for international cooperation in the field of Digital Health & Ageing. So, happy reading!

Irina Kalderon Libal

Stay tuned: 

Subscribe to IDIH mailing list 

to receive further IDIH Newsletters and relevant project information!

Editorial
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The European Parliament has given the last 
approval on the legislation of Horizon Eu-
rope, the European Framework Programme 
for Research & Innovation in Europe with a 
budget now of 95.5 billion euros in current 
prices. Comparing the final drop point with 
the previous Framework Programme, the 
Commission states that the net allocation 
has increased by 30% compared to Horizon 
2020. A green light from the European Par-
liament also to the Specific Program imple-
menting Horizon Europe, which contains the 
provisions relating to the research and inno-
vation actions to be funded under different 
domains and topics. The final step is expect-
ed by mid May with the approval vote of 
the Council of the Union. 

Horizon Europe intends to strengthen the EU's 
scientific and technological bases and the 
European Research Area (ERA), boosting 
Europe's innovation capacity, competitive-
ness and jobs, in order to deliver on citizens' 
priorities, and sustain the EU socio- econom-
ic model and values.

The first pillar "Excellent Science" will ensure 
solid continuity with Horizon 2020 in support-
ing scientific excellence following a bot-
tom-up approach, in order to strengthen 
the Union's scientific leadership and devel-
op high quality knowledge and skills through 
the European Research Council, the Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie actions and the develop-
ment of Research Infrastructures. 

The second pillar “Global Challenges and 
Industrial Competitiveness” will address 
societal issues and industrial technologies 
through a top-down approach that will fo-
cus on the Union's global policies as well as 
challenges and opportunities for a more 
competitiveness of the EU at global level.

Here, 2 Clusters are particularly relevant for 
R&I in Digital Health and AHA (Active and 
Healthy Ageing):

• CLUSTER 1 - Health

• CLUSTER 4 - Digital, Industry and Space

In particular, some upcoming opportunities 
for international cooperation are already to 
be launched in 2021, in the field of Digital 
literacy and AI tools for diseases prevention, 
as well as in the sector of Health Data Man-

Horizon Europe Ready to start!

IDIH 
FOCUS ON
HOT ISSUES AT STAKE FROM THE  
INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE AND AT 
POLICY LEVEL
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agement  and Quantum Technology (this latter, 
especially dedicated to Canadian partners)

Even if innovation will be supported across 
the whole program, the third pillar is dedi-
cated to "Open Innovation". Featured by a 
bottom-up approach, this pillar essentially 
focuses on the gradual expansion of pio-
neering and market-creating innovations. 
This will be made possible through the es-
tablishment of the European Innovation 
Council, and the support for the improve-
ment of European innovation ecosystems 
and the European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology (EIT), which will offer a sin-
gle entry-point for high-potential innovators. 
Support will also be provided for collabo-
ration with and between national and re-
gional innovation agencies, but also with 
any other public or private entity, general 
or sectoral actor in the European innovation 
landscape.

The three pillars will be underpinned by 
activities to widening participation and 

strengthening the European Research Area 
(ERA)1, specifically: sharing excellence to 
fully exploit the potential in less R&I perform-
ing countries so that they attain high Union 
standards of excellence (e.g., via teaming, 
twinning, ERA chairs); and reforming and 
enhancing the European R&I system. The 
support to enhanced international cooper-
ation is also included in this part of the Pro-
gramme2.

Within this structure, among the opportuni-
ties for international cooperation in Horizon 
Europe: 

• Collaborative research & innovation 
projects: carried out by consortia of 

organisations working together on specific 

research & innovation areas. A consortium 

must include at least 3 participants from 3 

1 The EC on September 30, 2020 has defined a new strategy 
for the European Research Area, in order to support the 
ecological and digital transition and the recovery of the 
Union. See: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=COM:2020:628:FIN 

2  Other activities foreseen to strengthen the ERA 
will be: foresight activities; monitoring and evaluating the 
Framework Programme and disseminating and exploiting 
results; modernising European universities.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/era_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/era_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:628:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:628:FIN
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different EU Member States or Associated 

countries, with at least one EU Member 

State. In addition to these three partners, 

any legal entity from anywhere in the 

world can be included in the consortium. 

• Individual researcher projects: 
The European Research Council and 

the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions offer 

unparalleled funding opportunities for 

individual researchers who want to work 

in Europe.

Some useful factsheets by the 
European Parliament

The Covid-19 pandemic has demonstrated 
that research and innovation are drivers for 
economic recovery. Hundreds of millions of 
euros have been mobilised in coronavirus 
research projects under the previous EU 
funding programme, Horizon 2020. The new 
programme will continue to support health 
research and help the EU’s health systems 
prepare for future crises.
The new EU research funding programme 
will fund the digital and green transitions, 
specifically helping industry to decarbonise, 
reduce fossil fuel dependency and ensure 
that the recovery from Covid-19 prioritises the 
climate. It also includes a specific allocation 
for creative and cultural industries which 
have been ravaged by the pandemic.
The European Parliament has published 
some factsheets on the Framework Program 
for European R&I: Horizon Europe: how the 
EU invests in science. This material provides 
an overview of the EU's research agenda, 
describing how it continues to support 
scientific breakthroughs while promoting 

recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 

and facilitating the EU's green and digital 

transformation.

The first official documentation

The European Commission has published 

on the Horizon Europe reference site, the 

Funding & Tenders (F&T) Portal, the tem-
plates to be used in the proposals for three 

types of funding schemes: Research and 

Innovation Actions (RIA), Innovation Ac-

tions (IA) and Coordination and Support 

Actions (CSA). At this point, after the first 

Calls for proposals under some specific 

schemes, such as ERC and EIC (see the 

section IDIH Highlights) that have already 

been launched, the other Calls for propos-

als that are expected to open for the other 

parts of the Programme, still need the pub-

lication of the related Work Programmes, 

now awaited for mid May.

On 31 March, the European Commission 

had also adopted the General Introduc-

tion and General Annexes to the Horizon 

Europe Work Program 2021-22. The Gener-

al Introduction in its current version, brief-

ly introduces the Program and the 123 
million anti-Covid emergency package 

that integrates and anticipates the Work 

Programmes of the Health Cluster and Re-

search Infrastructures. The General Annex-

es, on the other hand, defines the condi-
tions to be applied to the Call for proposals 

and to the Topics for the assignment of 

Horizon Europe funding (with the excep-

tion of ERC and EIC): e.g. participation and 

funding rules and related eligibility criteria, 

co-financing rates, types of projects, eval-

uation and selection procedure, project 

implementation.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20210414STO02010/digital-transformation-importance-benefits-and-eu-policy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20210422STO02652/horizon-europe-how-the-eu-invests-in-science-infographics
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20210422STO02652/horizon-europe-how-the-eu-invests-in-science-infographics
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
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International cooperation 
under Horizon Europe. News 
and updates

The COVID-19 pandemic has distinctly 

showed the importance and effectiveness 

of international collaboration to tackle 

global challenges, while also emphasizing 

interdependence among ecosystems, 

countries and regions. The relevance of 

international collaboration in research 

and innovation has never been so clearly 

perceived amid the general public. On 

the other hand, the health crisis has further 

reinforced the need of reducing EU’s 

strategic dependencies in key industrial 

sectors, reflecting the concept of Open 

Strategic Autonomy recently reaffirmed by 

the Trade Policy Review. 

New opportunities to reinforce partnerships 

with different regions of the world, starting 

from those close to Europe, offer the chance 

to tackle global challenges, take practical 

action to sustain a shared recovery, and to 

finally set the direction of a clear Science 

Diplomacy agenda. In this regard, the new 

R&I Global Approach shall strengthen its 

focus on the Mediterranean neighbourhood 

and other regions further afield, including 

Africa, with the aim to connect cultures and 

develop strong bases for collaboration and 

development

The European Commission is, indeed, 

working at an international research 
agenda of the EU, which will promote new 

or renewed forms of cooperation with major 

players in third countries, especially looking 

at the renewed partnership with the United 

States. The agenda responds to the new 

international cooperation strategy in the 

fields of research, innovation, youth and 

sport, to be published soon, with the aim 

of updating its guidelines on the matter, in 

the light of the new geopolitical assets, the 

current European priorities, the experience 

gained during the pandemic, and the 

launch of Horizon Europe (the current 

strategy dates back to 2012).

The Plan, still under elaboration, will define a 

broader vision of the role that the EU wants 

to play at international level and of how it 

intends to interact with research actors. At 

the heart of the plan, there will be the new 

strategic objectives of the EU, such as the 

green and digital transition, as well as the 

priority of cooperation with the countries 

of the European neighborhood, Africa 
and other industrialized and emerging 
economies. 

The concept of Open 

Strategic Autonomy is a 

new driver for the EU 

policy framework and 

needs to be 

appropriately reflected in the R&I dimension. 

If, on the one hand, there is openness, on 

the other there will be a tendency to 

strategically close in some ways European 

R&I to external actors. For example, Maria-

Cristina Russo (DG RTD) recently admitted 

that establishing new rules for cooperation 

with Beijing "is not an easy exercise" at this 

time. 

The Roadmap describing the steps towards 
the adoption of this new strategy in the field 

of international cooperation has been a 

basis for a public consultation on this matter, 

between March 12 and April 9.

Some key-progresses has been already 

done with several areas of the world. 

On March 31, the new R&I program for 

international cooperation with African, 

Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries 

has been launched. The program has a 

budget of around 60 million euros and will 

run for five years, therefore until the end of 
2025. The new program aims to strengthen 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/new-ri-programme-african-caribbean-and-pacific-acp-countries-2021-apr-20_it
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/new-ri-programme-african-caribbean-and-pacific-acp-countries-2021-apr-20_it
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/new-ri-programme-african-caribbean-and-pacific-acp-countries-2021-apr-20_it
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the capacity of ACP countries to find 

innovative solutions to support sustainable 

and inclusive economic growth as a key 

dimension to tackle poverty. The program 

will include the ACP Innovation Fund (€ 51 

million), to support innovation ecosystems 

and technology transfer, as well as the 

ACP Policy Support Facility (€ 2.5 million) to 

improve quality and efficiency of research 

and innovation policies, strategies and 

systems. The remainder of the allocations 

is foreseen to cover management costs 

and any projects that will arise from the 

collaboration.

Meanwhile, the first 

informal exploratory 

meeting on Morocco's 

association with Horizon 

Europe was held on 10 

March 2021, following the formally expressed 

interest from the country in becoming 

associated with the European Framework 

Program, in line with the EU-Africa global 

strategy, launched with the joint 

communication of the European 

Commission and the High Representative of 

the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy, starting from the "New Alliance for 

Sustainable Investments and Jobs" of 2018 

and the existing international and regional 

frameworks and policies.

In the same Mediterranean area, the 

Regional Research and Innovation Platform 

of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), 

this year co-chaired by Jordan and the 

European Commission, has launched 

another consultation process, which will 

outline the directives on cooperation in R&I 

between the EU and the Mediterranean 

region, starting from three steering 

documents on health, renewable energy 
and climate change.

While, looking beyond ocean, on 24 March, 

however, the European Commission 

hosted the tenth meeting 

of the EU-Brazil Joint 

Steering Committee 

(JSCM) under the EU-
Brazil Agreement on 

scientific and technological cooperation. 

The videoconference was co-chaired by 

Maria Cristina Russo (Director of InCo, DG 

R&I of the Commission) and by the 

Ambassador Achilles Zaluar, Director of the 

Department for the Promotion of Technology 

of the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 

group showed several achievements of 

cooperation in research and innovation in 

key sectors such as marine research, water, 

health, green and safe aviation, digital, 

space research, sustainable cities, and 

research infrastructures. Advances in these 

key areas are paving the way for enhanced 

cooperation under Horizon Europe.

Back in Europe, on the 

United Kingdom's 

association with Horizon 

Europe, some news 

comes again from the 

European Commission which on 25 February 

2021 published a Q&A document on UK 

participation in Horizon Europe, which briefly 

explains the process, scope and main 

characteristics of the association of the 

United Kingdom to Horizon Europe.

For the UK, full association with the R&I 

Framework Program is expected, except for 

the EIC funding scheme contained in Pillar III 

Innovative Europe.

The formalization of Protocol I - that defines 

the procedures for accessing EU programs - 

requires both the adoption of Horizon Europe 

but also the ratification of the general Brexit 

agreement, all expected very soon.

In the meantime, on April 15, the 

Committees on Foreign Affairs (AFET) and 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/first-informal-exploratory-talk-meeting-association-morocco-horizon-europe-2021-mar-10_it
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/first-informal-exploratory-talk-meeting-association-morocco-horizon-europe-2021-mar-10_it
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/it/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)651965
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/it/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)651965
https://ufmsecretariat.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/questions-answers-uks-participation-horizon-europe-2021-feb-25_it
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/questions-answers-uks-participation-horizon-europe-2021-feb-25_it
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on International Trade (INTA) approved the 

agreement on future trade and cooperation 
relations (TCA) between the European 
Union and the United Kingdom by voting in 

favor of the texts, paving the way for their 

final ratification. MEPs suspended voting in 

March to protest British changes to trade 

agreements in Northern Ireland, which - 

Brussels said  - violated the terms of the 

Brexit withdrawal agreement. The UK left the 

European Union on January 31 after years of 

negotiations on their future relationship, but 

many details remain unclear. 

Open Science. Some news 
and updates on the EC free 
tools

On March 24, the European Commission 

has launched Open Research Europe, the 

platform for the publication of articles and 

scientific research that will be accessible to 

all. The platform will mainly present the results 

of research funded through the Horizon 

Europe and Horizon 2020 programmes. The 

Commission states that Open Research 

Europe will provide a free service open to 
everyone, from citizens to researchers on 
the latest scientific discoveries. The platform 

directly addresses the main difficulties often 

associated with the publication of scientific 

papers, including delays and barriers to the 

re-use of results and the high costs. 

Established to accelerate the flow of 

scientific information that will be generated 

by Horizon Europe, Open Research Europe 

will publish original publications in all fields 

of science through a free, easy and high 
quality peer review system in which the 

authors themselves (not publishers) will 

choose what they wish to publish, without 

the delays associated with traditional 

scientific publishing. Once the articles are on 

the platform, the "transparent, invited and 

open peer review" will begin. The names of 

the reviewers will be public, as their reviews.

However, the Horizon results will find other 

new broadcasting channels, starting 

from HRP TV - Horizon Results Platform TV! 

HRP TV is complementary to the Horizon 

Results Platform and it is configured as an 

archive of audiovisual content, including 

podcasts. In the section "The experts say…", 

in particular, there are videos of interviews 

or podcasts of experts who share specific 

knowledge and ideas, addressing the main 

challenges in terms of innovation. In the 

"Get inspired!" Section, on the other hand, 

some testimonies are collected, highlighting 

projects results but also personal stories and 

success experiences.

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/hrptv
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/hrptv
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/hrptv
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This initiative, which complements the 

Horizon results platform, will provide valuable 

information by highlighting specific focuses 

from time to time. Last month's featured 

interview, for example, offered insights 

into Business Angels! To learn more: How to 

approach Business Angels - Part 1.

The Commission has also taken a step 

forward towards the creation of the 

European Open Science Cloud (EOSC), the 

partnership aimed at creating an important 

cloud repository of research results, thanks 

to a 30 million euro project -  EOSC Hub – 

that set up the infrastructure.

The project produced nine key outcomes 

for establishing the market and operating 

environment for the cloud, including the 

development of the EOSC portal for access 

the resources, the definition of the EOSC 

function architecture and the integration of 

more than 80 service providers in the portfolio. 

Tiziana Ferrari, the project coordinator, is 

optimistic with the launch of the EOSC Hub, 

as the fragmentation of the EU research 

ecosystem can now be reduced. The EOSC 

has been under construction since 2015 and 

by 2030, the Commission aims to enable 2 
million European researchers to store, share 
and reuse research data in the EU.

The new “HaDEA” Agency. 
Between Health & 
Digitalization 

After the approval of the 6 new Executive 
Agencies of the European Commission, the 
new Health and Digital Executive Agency 
(HaDEA) formally took office starting from 1 

April 2021, with the ambition to help rebuild 
a post-Europe COVID-19 as a greener, more 
digital and more resilient region ready to 
address future challenges. The Agency was 
created from scratch in order to carry out 
the implementation of the European health 
and digital programs, including some parts 
related to Horizon Europe. Summarizing, the 
Agency is responsible for the financial man-
agement of:

• Horizon Europe – Health Cluster (5,4 billions) 

• Horizon Europe – Digital, Industry and 

Space Cluster  (6,1 billions)

• EU4Health (5,1 billions)

• Food Safety Strand of the Single Market 

Programme (1,3 billions) 

• Digital Europe Programme (0,8 billions) 

• CEF Digital (1,7 billions). 

The EU-US relations in the 
context of digital and 
technology. The perspective 
of DIGITALEUROPE

The Commission and the High Representa-
tive of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Se-
curity Policy recently put forward a joint pro-
posal for a new EU-US Transatlantic Agenda, 
with the communication to the European 
Parliament, the European Council and the 
Council entitled: A new EU-US agenda for 
global change. The Agenda sets out guid-
ing principles of cooperation for a transat-
lantic partnership, mainly based on cooper-
ation towards global challenges, especially 
with regard to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3 guiding principles are at the base of this 
new transatlantic agenda:

• The transatlantic partnership should work 

to advance global common goods, 

providing a solid base for stronger 

multilateral action and institutions. It will 

support all like-minded partners to join. 

• The EU and the US should pursue common 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/hrptv/interviews/2
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/hrptv/interviews/2
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/goals-research-and-innovation-policy/open-science/european-open-science-cloud-eosc_en
https://www.eosc-hub.eu/
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/joint-communication-eu-us-agenda_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/joint-communication-eu-us-agenda_en.pdf
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interests and leverage our collective 

strength to deliver results on our strategic 
priorities. 

• We should always look for solutions that 

respect our common values of fairness, 
openness and competition – including 

where there are bilateral differences
While, 4 areas of cooperation have been 
identified: 

1. Working together for a healthier world – 
COVID-19 and beyond

2. Working together to protect our planet 
and prosperity

3. Working together on technology, trade 
and standards

4. Working together towards a safer, more 
prosperous and more democratic world

Among the first steps identified within point 
1), the EU and the US agree to ensure fund-
ing for the development and equitable 
global distribution of vaccines, tests and 
treatments - starting by joining and contrib-
uting to ACT-A and COVAX initiatives. On 
this regards, the regions will enhance coop-
eration also through data sharing, in order 
to work together for preparedness and re-
sponse to global health threats, also facili-
tating trade in essential medical goods, in 
the framework of a general strengthening of 
the World Health Organization. 

For what concerns cooperation on tech-
nology, trade and standards, the EU and 
the USA, counting on their background of 

shared values, from human dignity to in-
dividual rights and democratic principles, 
have then stated to be natural partners to 
harness rapid technological change and 
face the challenges of rival systems of dig-
ital governance. This statement results in a 
joint EU-US tech agenda, summarized as fol-
lows: 

• The EU and the US must work closely 
together on solving bilateral trade irritants 
through negotiated solutions and lead 
WTO reform efforts. 

• Establish a new EU-US Trade and 
Technology Council to help, facilitate 
trade, develop compatible standards 
and promote innovation. 

• The EU and the US should open a 
transatlantic dialogue on the responsibility 
of online platforms and Big Tech - starting 
by working together to find global solutions 
for fair taxation and market distortions in 
the digital economy. 

• Develop a common transatlantic 
approach to protecting critical 
technologies in light of global economic 
and security concerns – starting by 
discussions on 5G. 

• Work on an AI Agreement and intensify 
cooperation to facilitate free data flow 
with trust. 

• Renew cooperation on regulation and 
standards, starting by re-engaging on 8 
conformity assessment negotiations and 
aligning positions in international bodies.

As stated in the communication, an EU-US 



IDIH FOCUS ON

13

Summit in the first half of 2021 should launch 
this ambitious and concrete agenda, giving 
a clear signal for a renewed global leader-
ship.

DIGITALEUROPE is the leading trade associ-
ation representing digitally transforming in-
dustries in Europe, and it has welcomed the 
initiative taken by the European Commis-
sion for the EU and the US to launch a col-
laborative tech agenda. In particular, it has 
set out six priorities from Europe’s digital-
ised industries to relaunch the transatlantic 
agenda, first and foremost through setting 
the direction of the Trade and Technology 
Council. Aware that a unique opportunity 
is upon both governments, DIGITALEUROPE 
identifies the following priorities for EU-US co-
operation: 

1. Launch a common digital trade and in-
vestment agenda for economic recov-
ery (…) including through placing dig-
ital investment at the core of recovery 
strategies.

2. Agree a new framework for transatlantic 
data flows – especially considering that 
the European Court of Justice ruled in 
July 2020 that the Privacy Shield did not 
offer sufficient protections to Europe-
an personal data. Such an agreement 
is critical to maintaining commercial 
transatlantic ties.

3. Relaunch the bilateral negotiating 
agenda

4. Join forces in support of the multilateral 
trade framework

5. Collaborate on regulatory frame-
works, standards and export controls 
in emerging technologies - The EU and 
the US should also work together to set 
truly global standards in emerging tech-
nologies, that can allow their industries 
to compete and innovate on a global 
scale. This will be especially important 
for the EU-US green tech alliance.

6. Cooperate towards an international 
solution for taxation of the digitalised 

economy - deferring to a global frame-
work for digital taxation, rather than uni-
laterally-adopted measures.

Therefore, EU-US relations are a top priority 
for DIGITALEUROPE in 2021. After the pub-
lication of this position paper in January 
2021, the organization and its stakeholders 
are already shaping their strategies to ad-
dress the features of this new transatlantic 
agenda. To get prepare to such promising 
scenario of cooperation with the US, DIGI-
TALEUROPE has organized a series of events 
entitled “EU-US Tech-Allies”. The first event 
has been held online on April 21 and was 
dedicated to “New Transatlantic Agenda” 
(see the section Highlights for more informa-
tion on the upcoming 2 events).

Bringing together decision-makers and 
stakeholders, this first event was an occa-
sion to discuss the prospects for establishing 
the EU-US Trade and Technology Council 
(TTC), and how it could ensure that the EU 
and US lead the global challenge of post-
Covid recovery as “tech allies.” Among the 
speaker, also the member of the European 
Parliament and Chair of INTA Committee, 
Bernd Lange.

The full recording of the event is available 
here.  

The Artificial Intelligence Act. 
The proposal for a Regulation 
of the European Commission

Faced with the rapid technological devel-
opment of AI and a global policy context 
where more and more countries are in-
vesting heavily in AI, the EU recognizes the 
need to act as one to harness the many 
opportunities and address challenges of AI 
in a future-proof manner. To promote the 
development of AI and address the poten-
tial high risks it poses to safety and funda-

https://www.digitaleurope.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z3C7KBG9C4
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mental rights equally, the Commission has 
published a Communication on Fostering a 
European approach to Artificial Intelligence 
on April 21.

Strengthening Europe’s AI capabilities is a 
key element of the wider strategy of making 
Europe fit for the digital age and turning the 
next 10 years into the Digital Decade, as set 
out in the Digital Compass. 

The Communication – following the Europe-
an Commission White Paper on AI (Febru-
ary 2020)  -  presented both a proposal for 
a regulatory framework on AI and a revised 
coordinated plan on AI, starting from a re-
flection on opportunities and risks of Artificial 
Intelligence. 

As set out in the White Paper on AI, indeed, 
and largely confirmed by the public consul-
tation that followed, the use of AI creates a 
number of specific high risks for which ex-
isting legislation is insufficient. While there 
is already a solid framework of legislation 
in place at EU and national level to protect 
fundamental rights and ensure safety and 
consumer rights, including in particular the 
General Data Protection Regulation and 
the ‘Law Enforcement Directive’, certain 
specific features of AI technologies (e.g. 
opacity) can make the application and 
enforcement of such legislation more chal-
lenging and generate high risks for which a 
tailored regulatory response is needed. 

Therefore, the proposal introduces a set of 
harmonised rules applicable to the design, 
development and use of certain high-risk 
AI systems, as well as restrictions on certain 
uses of remote biometric identification sys-
tems. As already advanced in last year's AI 
White Paper, AI systems will be grouped ac-
cording to a risk coefficient, divided into un-
acceptable, high risk, limited risk, and min-
imal risk. For instance, the proposal focuses 
on so–called ‘high-risk’ AI use cases, as the 
AI systems intended to be used to recruit 

people or evaluate their creditworthiness or 
for judicial decision making.

For the specific case of remote biometric 
identification systems (e.g. facial recogni-
tion tools to check passers-by in public spac-
es), the proposed regulation establishes a 
stricter approach. The real-time use for law 
enforcement purposes would in principle be 
prohibited in publicly accessible spaces, un-
less when exceptionally authorised by law. 
Any authorisation is subject to specific safe-
guards. In addition, all AI systems intended 
to be used for remote biometric identifica-
tion of natural persons must undergo an ex 
ante conformity assessment procedure by a 
notified body to check compliance with the 
requirements for high-risk AI systems, and will 
be subject to stricter logging and human 
oversight requirements.

The full texts of these proposals are avail-
able here: 

• Proposal for a Regulation laying down 

harmonised rules on artificial intelligence 

(Artificial Intelligence Act)

• Coordinated Plan on Artificial Intelligence 

2021 Review - The 2021 Coordinated Plan 

on Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the next 

step in creating EU global leadership 

in trustworthy AI. It builds on the strong 

collaboration between the Commission 

and Member States established during 

the 2018 Coordinated Plan.
On the governance, the Commission ad-
vances the establishment of a European 
Committee for Artificial Intelligence, while 
the competent national market surveillance 
authorities will supervise the new rules. The 
updated Coordinated Plan will implement 
the resources assigned through Horizon 
Europe and the Digital Europe Program, in 
synergy with the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility (RRF), which provides for a digital 
spending target of 20%, all accompanied 
by the cohesion programs.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/europes-digital-decade-digital-targets-2030_en
C://Users/debonis/Downloads/1_en_act_part1_v7_vf_C4A23459-BE86-597A-ECAA044915B96158_75790.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/white-paper-artificial-intelligence-european-approach-excellence-and-trust_en
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/proposal-regulation-laying-down-harmonised-rules-artificial-intelligence-artificial-intelligence
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/proposal-regulation-laying-down-harmonised-rules-artificial-intelligence-artificial-intelligence
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/proposal-regulation-laying-down-harmonised-rules-artificial-intelligence-artificial-intelligence
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/coordinated-plan-artificial-intelligence-2021-reviewhttps:/digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/coordinated-plan-artificial-intelligence-2021-review
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/coordinated-plan-artificial-intelligence-2021-reviewhttps:/digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/coordinated-plan-artificial-intelligence-2021-review
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Sawarabi Group is the IDIH partner in Japan. 
It is a complex of corporations providing var-
ious medical & welfare related services. The 
group’s service facilities are conveniently 
collectively built on one campus in Toyo-
hashi-city that is located in the centre of 
main-island of Japan. As a whole, the group 
provides comprehensive and integrated 
senior care services, from medical services 
to long-term care services, and residential 
services for senior citizens and the disabled.

On behalf of IDIH, Sakon Yamamoto – CEO 
at Sawarabi Group - has interviewed Ory 
(Kentaro) Yoshifuji, the Co-Founder and 
CEO of Ory Laboratories, Inc. He created 
“OriHime” for teleworks and “OriHeme-Eye” 
for the patients with intractable neurologi-
cal disease. While he was at high school, 
he invented an electric wheel chair with an 
equalization mechanism and with it, he won 
the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technologies Award at 
JSEC (2004) and also won the 3rd place for 

the Intel international Student Science and 
Technology Fair (ISEF) in 2005.

(Sakon): At Ory Laboratory, you have been 
working to develop various products and 
services that help disabled people. What is 
your goal?

(Kentaro): Our mission is to eliminate Human 
Loneliness by technologies. When a person 
with disability cannot enter the circle/com-
munity of other people, s/he will be isolated 
in the loneliness. However, what is disabili-
ty? In short, it’s that there are hurdles that 
cannot be overcome only with the intention 
to do it, that's’ it. OK, then, we should think 
just how we can overcome it, since we live 
in the society where, this year, we can do 
what we could not do last year, and what 
cannot be done this year can be done next 
year.

(Sakon): Where is your mission originated?

(Kentaro): From my own experience. I could 

A SELECTION OF ARTICLES AND 
PUBLICATIONS FROM HIGH LEVEL 
EXPERTS ON DIGITAL HEALTH FOR AHA

Interview with Ory (Kentaro) Yoshifuji, “Design and 
Technologies to eliminate Human Loneliness”

by Sakon Yamamoto IDIH-JAPAN, SAWARABI-GROUP

https://group.sawarabi.or.jp/
https://orylab.com/en/
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not go to school for over three years and 
stayed isolated at home while I was a boy. 
Not being able to participate the school-so-
ciety was extremely painful. In order to be 
a part of the community, physically being 
there is important. It means that you need a 
body to attend it. I really wished I had had 
another “body” that could go to school for 
me!

(Sakon): In such a case, your product “Ori-
Hime” can attend school for you, right? 

(Kentaro): Yes. By combining internet tech-
nologies and robotics technologies, I have 
created the solution that makes you feel as 
if you were there even if you are not there.

(Sakon): Your DAWN Café created the work-
ing opportunity and communication for the 
severely disabled (bed-ridden) with the or-
dinary people. 

(Kentaro): All the disabled participants of 
this project, who worked at the café as serv-
ers, enjoyed it 100%! They worked together, 
through robots, physically remotely from 
home, but all ten remote disabled work-

ers working together still felt as co-workers 
of the same café. That’s what they really 
wanted! They could feel “belonging to the 
same community” by working together in 
this way. It’s totally different to create “Ori-
Hime” that intervene between people from 
creating the robot with AI to communicate 
directly with people.

(Sakon): You are usually working with dis-
abled people.

(Kentaro): Making success is critical. When 
they can do what they think they could not, 
they got confidence and become very pos-
itive to try another challenge.  Repeat this 
positive cycle is very important. What I really 
want to create is this positive cycle.  “Ori-
Hime” is a tool for it. 

(Sakon): The disability is just one of unique 
individualities/personalities, I think.

(Kentaro): People misunderstand the term 
“diversity”.  It’s usually used in the context of 
welfare services. It’s not right. The value of 
diversity is that it’s great to be different! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT_9TNeuXFM
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(Sakon): It means that everybody is different 
and it’s wonderful as it is.

(Kentaro): Yes! Since everyone is different, 
everyone can contribute uniquely from their 
own perspectives to the society. The disabil-
ity is the problem that has to do with every-
one. We all could be somewhat disabled as 

we age. If Japan is ageing at current speed 
with expansion of life expectancy, in a near 
future, we all eventually might be living as 
the disabled bed-ridden seniors. Therefore, 
the design and technologies, that we are 
currently creating with the disabled people 
for the disabled people, could be the solu-
tion for all Japanese in the future!

One of the most frequently required labor, 

that causes injuries of the care-givers such 

as low back chronic pain in the field of long-

term care, is the transfer-assistance of the 

care recipients. Round trips of bed-to-

wheelchair, wheelchair-to-toilet seat (and/

or shower/bath) and car-sheet and so on. 

Care-giver support products like robotic 

exoskeleton and/or various lifting machines 
have been available in the market, however, 
these are not yet widely used just because 
they are not practical enough for daily use. 

Because it takes much time to put on and 

take off in case of exoskeletons, or too bulky 

to use in limited spaces in case of lifting 

machines and both are also far from being 

economical (and therefore not efficient) 

under the limited budget of the long-term 

dare industry.

Dr. Takeji Ueda, Founder and CEO of Energy 

Front, Co. Ltd., offers the simple, easy and 

comparatively much economical solution 

for this one of the most universal problems in 

long-term care field. “Lifty-Pi:bo” is it.

“Lifty-Pi:bo”, the pair of cushion and leg-

stabilizer-belt, is the smart tool for lifting a 

care-recipient by applying a principle of 

leverage in physics. How to use “Lifty-Pi:bo” 

is shown in the video: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=719LRq5IOFQ

• h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /

watch?v=UNaSd85CP6E

Figure 1 explains the principle that “Lifty-Pi:-
bo” uses and how it works.

Figure 1

“Lifty-Pi:bo”: Simple, Easy, and Economical Solution for transfer-
assistance in long-term care

by Yumiko Nishimura, IDIH-JAPAN, SAWARABI-GROUP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=719LRq5IOFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNaSd85CP6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNaSd85CP6E
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Dr. Ueda, who is a seasoned researcher in 
science, is not a medical doctor but a PhD 
in Physics. What brought him to the R&I in 
log-term care technologies is his own expe-
rience to give a care at home for his father 
with his mother. By facing his mom’s heavy 
duties, especially whenever she had to  as-
sist his father who was bigger and heavier 
than herself transfer, he asked himself why 
technology-implementation was so poorly 
implemented and behind in the long-term 
care field.

His first solution is “Lifty-Pi:bo”, a smart 
care-assisting tool created by applying the 
very basic principle in physics that we all 
learn at the elementary school. To be more 
exact, he created the tool “Lifty-Pi:bo” in 
order to help care-givers in using their own 
body more safely and easily to support 
care-recipients by utilizing the principle of 
physics. 

While creating 
the products, Dr. 
Ueda also pays 
a lot of attention 
to the design 
and com-
fortability of 
them. Materials 
for “Lifty-Pi:bo” is 
very carefully se-
lected. The cloth 

is very tough and can hold 200kg, but also 
looking-good. “Long-term care assistance 
tools must look stylish and be comfy” is his 
policy. Why not? Baby-boomers have been 
listening to the Rock Music and wearing 
jeans for all their lives. So, needless to say, 
stylish as they could be even on their wheel-
chairs.
“Lifty-Pi:bo” got several awards includ-
ing the finalist on stage award (top 5) by 
healthcare Business Model Contest by 
METI 2021. https://www.meti.go.jp/english/
press/2021/0201_001.html

Sawarabi Group, as a total care-service 
provider, has decided to make pilot-imple-
mentation of “Lifty-Pi:bo” for group’s various 
different facilities/services in 2021 with Dr. 
Ueda. Dr. Ueda is also looking at the inter-
national market.

CAHBI (Canada) at the 
Global Dialogue on 
Technology by the World 
Dementia Council 

The World 
D e m e n t i a 
C o u n c i l 
(WDC) is an 
international 

charity. It consists of senior experts and lead-
ers drawn from research, academia, indus-
try, governments and NGOs in both high-in-
come and low- and middle-income 
countries, including two leaders with a per-
sonal dementia diagnosis.

At the 2013 summit the international com-
munity committed to make progress across 
research, care, awareness and risk reduc-
tion. And the committed to a series of goals 
that would be delivered by 2025. The WDC 
was established after that meeting by the 
UK government with the purpose of support-
ing and challenging the international com-
munity to deliver on those commitments.

The Council is chaired by Harry Johns, Presi-
dent and CEO of Alzheimer’s Association in 
the US. There are 24 members of the Council. 
Alongside the members there are a number 
of governments, and WHO and OECD are 
also members.

On March 4, a global dialogue in the de-
mentia landscape project series by WDC 
has been to look at the growing role of 
technology in dementia.

Figure 2 “Lifty” (a cushion with 
handles) and “Pi:bo” (belt making 
legs to a stable pivot)

https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2021/0201_001.html
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2021/0201_001.html
https://group.sawarabi.or.jp/
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The technology global dialogue examined 
the emerging technological developments 
helping to reduce risk and improving par-
ticipation for people living with dementia 
and their caregivers. It was co-chaired by 
Jeremy Hughes, vice chair of the World De-
mentia Council and Dr Vaibhav Narayan, 
vice president of digital health innovation 
at Johnson & Johnson.

The transcript of this Global Dialogue on 
Technology is available here. 

Among the topics for discussion: 

• Supporting primary prevention and the 

early detection of cognitive changes and 

secondary prevention

• Supporting people with dementia to live 

well, maintain independent function and 

participate in everyday life

• Enabling the better provision of health 

care
Among the participants, also the Scientific 
Director Dr. Jane Rylett from the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) – part-
ner in IDIH project - and Dr. Alison Sekuler 
from Canada’s Centre for Aging and Brain 
Health Innovation (CABHI) as a panelist ad-
dressing the latter topic: Enabling the better 
provision of health care.

Dr Allison Sekuler (FSEP, FPS, FAPS) is the 
Sandra A. Rotman Chair in Cognitive Neu-
roscience and VicePresident Research at 
Baycrest Health Sciences, and Managing 
Director of the Rotman Research Institute 
and the Centre for Aging + Brain Health In-
novation (supporting innovators in Ontario, 
across Canada, and globally). A graduate 
of Pomona College (BA, Mathematics and 
Psychology) and the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley (PhD, Psychology), Dr Sekuler 
holds faculty positions in the Department of 
Psychology, Neuroscience & Behaviour at 
McMaster University and the Department 
of Psychology at the University of Toronto. 
Her research uses behavioural and neuro-

imaging approaches to understand how 
the brain processes visual information, with 
specific interests in face perception, mo-
tion processing, perceptual learning, neural 
plasticity, aging, and neurotechnology. Her 
research was the first to show conclusive-
ly that older brains “rewire” themselves to 
compensate for functional changes.

Here below it is reported the extract from 
the transcript of the Global Dialogue on 
Technology concerning the intervention of 
Dr. Sekuler:

For as long as there’s been the written word, 
people wrote about the stigma of ag-
ing and they have been expressing ageist 
views. So Shakespeare wrote in As You Like 
it “The last scene of all, that ends this strange 
eventful history is second childishness, and 
mere oblivion. Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans 
taste, sans everything.” It’s a really depress-
ing view of aging. And when we think of ag-
ing, and dementia in particular, it summons 
up feelings of deterioration and diminish-
ment and decay.

But at Baycrest, we have a much different 
view of aging — our vision of aging is a 
world where every older adult enjoys a life 
of purpose, inspiration and fulfilment. That is 
a pretty big goal to try and reach. And a 
pretty big goal in the best of times. But we 
have been living in the Covid-19 times that 
are a little bit different. Covid-19 has intro-
duced as you have heard a number of op-
portunities to accelerate the development 
and adoption of technologies.

Historically, though, there was a huge in-
novation gap in those areas for the seniors. 
And this was the impetus for my predeces-
sors Dr Randy McIntosh and Ron Riesen-
bach to create of the Centre for Aging + 
Brain Health Innovation, or CABHI, back in 
2015.

Today, CABHI is 100% focused on doing ev-
erything we can to get the best innovations 

https://worlddementiacouncil.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/DLP%20-%20Transcript%20-%20Technology.pdf
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/193.html
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/193.html
https://idih-global.eu/
https://www.cabhi.com/
https://www.cabhi.com/
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into the hands of people who need them as 
quickly as possible, working in the design 
and development, validation, the mobili-
sation and adoption, working with a whole 
range of different stakeholders. With gener-
ous support from the Public Health Agency 
of Canada, the Ontario Government, Bay-
crest Foundation, and working with partners 
like the Institute for Aging at the Canadian 
Institutes for Health Research – we’ve now 
been able to invest about $120M in hun-
dreds of projects now having a real impact 
on the healthcare of older adults not just in 
Canada but around the world.

So what is it that allows some of these solu-
tions to succeed and what is it that is most 
needed in the time of Covid-19 and how 
can we put those two elements together? 
(…)

The full transcript – available here – address-
es this question in depth, highlighting CABHI 
main drivers of innovation in preventing and 
treating dementia: eVisits, Virtual Care, AI 
supported care, Virtual Realty Engagement 
and Training, Caregiver support and the 
LEAP – a Learning Engagement & Innovation 
Acceleration Platform launched on March 
24 with its first thousand members in a beta 

version, to be scaled up soon to at 
least a million members, as a place 
where older adults can interact 
with innovators, with policy makers, 
with researchers, to help to drive 
the work that is being done while 
they are also learning, and they 
are also co-developing.

Other global dialogues that have 
been held as part of this series by 
WDC have included the topics 
of research, which explored bio-
makers and advances in treat-
ments, care, which assessed the 
models of care and the burden of 
caregivers, as well as on preven-
tion, which looked at the state of 
play around current thinking in risk 

reduction strategies and lessons from other 
public health initiatives.

Co-creating with users. How 
to enable a virtuous circle 
from policies to the adoption 
of innovative solutions

Here we report 3 co-creation experienc-
es among experts from different fields that 
seeks to include users in the process of de-
velopment of innovative solutions. 

The SISCODE project   con-
cluded on 30 April - is an 
EU funded project aimed 
at stimulating the use of 
co-creation methodolo-
gies in policy design, using 
bottom-des ign-dr iven 

methodologies to pollinate Responsible Re-
search and Innovation, and Science Tech-
nology and Innovation Policies. Led by the 
Politecnico di Milano, SISCODE is governed 
by a multidisciplinary consortium of institu-
tions. This partnership brings together 17 or-
ganisations – among which APRE (IDIH part-

https://worlddementiacouncil.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/DLP%20-%20Transcript%20-%20Technology.pdf
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/workshops/research
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/workshops/care
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/workshops/prevention
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/workshops/prevention
https://idih-global.eu/consortium/apre/
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ner) - with extensive networks, world class 
research experience, policy expertise and a 
proven track record of collaboration in 
complex projects implementation.

In order to achieve this goal, the project 
consortium has run a European wide re-
search to understand the dynamics within 
these co-creation environments as well as 
the outcomes we can obtain from such 
approaches. These results will then be 
compared to devise a set of co-creation 
methodologies suited for scalability and 
replication. The project understands that ex-
perimentation is a key element to succeed 
in its objectives. 10 co-creation labs spread 
around Europe to work with design-driven 
approaches to co-create, generating real 
life knowledge, each selecting a challenge 
to tackle with local stakeholders in order 
to find solutions together. This will give poli-
cymakers the opportunity to test new and 
more open ways in conceiving policies that 
reconnects policy design with grassroots ini-
tiatives and citizens.

The project which ran for 3 years has pro-
duced numerous informative and educa-
tional materials for Living Labs. Here are our 
top picks:

• SISCODE Co-creation Journey Toolbox 

• Massive Open Online Course “ Co-creation 

for Policy Makers”  

• Tips and Tricks for Responsible Research and 

Innovation 

Moreover, here we highlight some interest-
ing conclusions from the online SISCODE 
workshop “User-centered design: co-cre-
ation and co-design in healthcare” took 
place on June 25th 2020, organised by the 
SISCODE partner APRE- Agency for Promo-
tion of European Research, in collaboration 
with the Italian Ministry of Health. The work-
shop focused on a joint experience of Po-
lifactory (Maker lab within the Polytechnic 
University of Milan) and FightTheStroke (FTS), 

a social promotion association active in the 
field of children and perinatal stroke and of 
children cerebral palsy diagnosis. The two 
reality cooperated in the BodySound initia-
tive, a co-design process that was illustrated 
in all its analytical co-design process during 
the event. 

After the presentation, participants were 

divided into three breakout sessions, 

analyzing one of the issues related to 

their daily work through practicing the 

instruments of co-design explained earlier. 

Here follows the list of conclusions emerging 
from the break out sessions:  

1. Which value is created when we co-cre-
ate policy-making with citizens?

In the creation of health and wellbeing solu-
tion, the early involvement of policymak-
ers, as of the beginning of the process, was 
highlighted as essential for:

• ensuring a more comprehensive analysis 

of factors and dimensions influencing the 

problem, while those could be missed by 

other stakeholders, which could bring a 

more partial and polarized approach to 

the issue. This directly impacts on ensuring 

higher effectiveness and impact of 

interventions or solutions.

• identifying barriers to real implementation 

at an earlier stage. For example, early 

involvement of policymakers could 

help understanding which are the 

characteristics of certification and 

standard for a certain software in the 

health domain, in order to make it 

compatible with medical requirements. 

This would directly translate in the 

capacity of a solution to better and more 

easily reach out to the market; and save 

of energies, time and money on the 

developer side, in case the solution needs 

to be modified to meet standard criteria.

• Ensuring a better and easier evaluation 

https://siscodeproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/toolkit-27092019-1.pdf
https://www.pok.polimi.it/courses/course-v1:Polimi+CCP101+2021_M3/about
https://www.pok.polimi.it/courses/course-v1:Polimi+CCP101+2021_M3/about
https://padlet.com/enollorg/TipTrickRRI
https://padlet.com/enollorg/TipTrickRRI
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of solutions and measures, once they 

reach the desk of policymakers, making 

them save time. If policymakers have 

been involved as of the beginning, they 

will know and understand processes and 

rationales behind specific choices, and it 

will be easier for them to assess proposed 

solutions.

The involvement of policymakers is essential 
in other phases. At later stages, they are es-
sential to widely disseminate and communi-
cate to all sectorial associations that a giv-
en solution is available.

2. How can we engage citizens and 
co-create in all levels of policymaking?

• The strong need was stated for clear and 

actionable methodologies to be provided 

for policymakers and other actors from 

the ecosystem for effective stakeholder 

engagement to be implemented. The 

European level, as a major funder for 

R&I projects, was often mentioned 

as a powerful influencer for national 

policymakers to take up the need and 

opportunity for stakeholder engagement 

and co-creation mechanisms to be 

embedded within their work. 

• It is crucial to engage policymakers 

through properly explaining involving 

them at an early stage will make them 

save time later, providing them with the 

due instruments to evaluate – after – the 

solution or measure they will find over their 

desk.

• A possible way to involve the citizens in one 

of the groups was through augmented 

reality, for example by showing a 3D 

version of the operating room to inform 

them about the details of the operation.

• Three specific ideas to engage the 

patients (in one of the discussion groups) 

were as follows: 1. Let the patients see a 

video of the entire staff that will be in the 

operating room, to increase trust; 2. Ask 

patients to blog about their experience 

and share it with the public (including 

the anesthesia); 3. Organise evenings of 

scientific divulgation, open to the public, 

where experts can talk about the safety 

of anesthesia and take in questions from 

attendees.
From a project 
that has just end-
ed to one that has 
just begun: IN-4-
AHA (Innovation 

Networks for Scaling Active and Healthy 
Ageing) is an EU-funded project started on 
January 2021, which arises in continuity with 
the achievements and legacy of the Euro-
pean Innovation Partnership on Active and 
Healthy Ageing (EIP on AHA). Bringing to-
gether supply and demand actors, the proj-
ect aims to identify, support, and enhance 
the most important innovation ecosystem 
elements in active and healthy ageing to 
create a sustainable model for innovation 
scale-up, and encourage the relations be-
tween stakeholders by addressing the chal-
lenges of innovators in the market uptake, 
and expansion in the domestic and 
cross-border markets. One of the challeng-
es most faced in companies, organizations, 
and regional systems is how they can vali-
date and test technology with users. The IN-
4-AHA stakeholder webinar Living labs: how 
to get technology in the users’ hands? has 
been held on the 26th of March aimed to 
discuss the concept of living labs and hear 
from existing examples on the pros, cons, 
and challenges of these open-innovation 
structures. The webinar also presents the liv-
ing lab call supported by the IN-4-AHA proj-
ect - to facilitate the scalability of innova-
tive solutions in active and healthy ageing 
across the EU -  and discuss its next steps.

Finally, here you find some materials recent-
ly published by the EFSA – the European 
Food Safety Authority about stakeholder 
engagement:  

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/ageing/home_en.html
https://www.xamk.fi/en/research-and-development/in-4-aha-innovation-networks-for-scaling-active-and-healthy-ageing/
https://www.xamk.fi/en/research-and-development/in-4-aha-innovation-networks-for-scaling-active-and-healthy-ageing/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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• Catalogue of Communication Tools and 

Dissemination Guidelines: benchmarking 

current practice in EU and Member State 

bodies. 

• ENGAGEMENT TOOLKIT - Methods, tips 

and best practices to design effective 

participatory processes – this toolkit 

contains an introductory section with a 

glossary providing definitions to clarify 

the terminology used in the toolkit and 

general recommendations for an effective 

implementation of the engagement 

methods presented in the Annexes; an 

outline of EFSA’s engagement framework; 

and an inventory of 50+ online and offline 

methods stemming from desk research and 

capturing the main trends in participatory 

processes. The inventory is complemented 

by an Excel version to quickly filter the 

methods (Annex I).

Call for Paper on Ageing 
Nature

How long will we live? 
And how much of 
that time will com-
prise a healthy life? 
What is aging, and 
can we stop or even 
reverse the aging 
process? What is the 

connection between aging and disease? 
Can we predict the evolving trends in the 
aging of human populations and prepare 
our societies for the challenges and oppor-
tunities associated with these demographic 
changes? 

These are some of the important questions 
that the broad field of aging research is 
trying to address and that together form 

one of the Grand Challenges of the twen-
ty-first century. Nature Aging’s mission is to 
provide a unique multidisciplinary, unifying 
and highly visible publishing platform for the 
aging-research community. The journal is 
highly selective yet broad in its coverage, 
publishing research from across the entire 
spectrum of the field, ranging from the ba-
sic biology of aging to the impact of aging 
on society. The journal aims to foster inter-
actions among different areas of this diverse 
field of research and to promote new and 
exciting ideas within and beyond the re-
search community, to enable synergy and 
maximize scientific and societal impact.

As part of Nature Research, Nature Aging 
follows common policies as detailed in its 
editorial policies pages that its authors and 
prospective authors must follow.

Some instructions to authors to submit a 
paper are included here. Here follow only 
some general principles:  

• When you submit a manuscript to Nature 

Aging its content must not significantly 

overlap with any other papers from you 

or your co-authors’ groups that are under 

consideration or in press at other journals, 

with the exception of conference 

abstracts. We do, however, support the 

posting of preprints.

• If you submit a related manuscript to 

any other journals while the submission 

to Nature Aging is under consideration, 

you must send us a copy of the related 

manuscript and details of its progress 

towards publication. We reserve the right 

to decline publication of a paper even 

after it has been accepted if it becomes 

apparent that there are serious problems 

with the scientific content or violations of 

our publishing policies.

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/e190402
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/e190402
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/e190402
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/e190402
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/engagement-toolkit.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/engagement-toolkit.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/engagement-toolkit.pdf
https://www.nature.com/nataging
https://www.nature.com/nataging/for-authors
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IDIH STAKEHOLDERS’ PERSPECTIVES. 
EXPERIENCES AND STORIES FROM IDIH 
REGIONS AND COUNTRIES

The Global Report on Ageism 
by WHO

The Global Report on Ageism has been 

released on March 18, 2021 by WHO, Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR), United Nations Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

Starting from the assumption that the promise 

of the Decade of Healthy Ageing can only 

be fully realized if ageism is recognized as 

a social determinant of health and tackled, 

it calls for urgent action to combat ageism 

and better measurement and reporting to 

expose ageism for what it is – an insidious 

scourge on society.

Both older and younger adults are 

often disadvantaged in the workplace 

and access to specialized training and 

education decline significantly with age. 

“Ageism towards younger and older people 

is prevalent, unrecognized, unchallenged 

and has far-reaching consequences for 

our economies and societies,” said Maria-

Francesca Spatolisano, Assistant Secretary-

General for Policy Coordination and 

Inter-Agency Affairs in the Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs. 

Among older people, ageism is associated 

with poorer physical and mental health, 

increased social isolation and loneliness, 

greater financial insecurity, decreased 

quality of life and premature death. An 
estimated 6.3 million cases of depression 
globally are estimated to be attributable to 
ageism.  It intersects and exacerbates other 
forms of bias and disadvantage including 
those related to sex, race and disability 
leading to a negative impact on people’s 
health and well-being.

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240016866
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The report notes that policies and laws 

that address ageism, educational activities 

that enhance empathy and dispel 

misconceptions, and intergenerational 

activities that reduce prejudice all help 

decrease ageism.

All countries and stakeholders are 

encouraged to use evidence-based 

strategies, improve data collection and 

research and work together to advance 

progress on the UN Decade of Healthy 

Ageing.

Three main recommendations for concrete 

actions, comes then from WHO to all 

stakeholders: 

• First, invest in effective strategies to 

prevent and respond to ageism. 
• Second, fund and improve data and 

research to better understand ageism 

and how to address it. 

• Third, build a movement to change the 
narrative around age and ageing. 

Leisure physical activity and 
work activity. Which benefits 
for health and longevity? 
From the ESC study to the 
project YOUNG50

Last April 9th was published in the European 

Heart Journal by the European Society 

of Cardiology (ESC) a first study showing 

that leisure time physical activity and 

occupational physical activity have 
opposite, and independent, associations 
with cardiovascular disease risk and 
longevity. This study included 104,046 

women and men aged 20–100 years from 

the Copenhagen General Population Study 

with baseline measurements in 2003–2014. 

Compared to low leisure time physical ac-
tivity, after adjustment for age, sex, lifestyle, 

health, and education, moderate, high, 
and very high activity were associated with 
26%, 41%, and 40% reduced risks of death, 
respectively. In contrast, compared to low 
work activity, high and very high activi-
ty were associated with 13% and 27% in-
creased risks of death, respectively.

The ESC study is pub-
lished here. Low or no 
physical activity is one 
of the behavioural risk 
factors identified by the 
YOUNG50 project for 

the Cardiovascular diseases (CVD). Through 
its Cardio50 screening programme, the proj-
ect aims to affect cardiovascular risk fac-
tors, given to eight major CVD risk factors, 
fall into two groups:

• behavioral risk factors (diet, low physical 

activity, smoking, alcohol use);

• medical risk factors (high systolic blood 

pressure, high total cholesterol, high 

fasting plasma glucose, and high body 

mass index (BMI). 

Organized Cardiovascular risk screening 

programme for active prevention in fifty-

year-olds (“ Cardio 50”) was developed 

and coordinated by the Centre for Disease 

Control and Prevention of the Veneto 

Region of Italy, involving 22 Local Health 

Authorities from 11 Italian regions. The 

objectives of CARDIO 50 were to estimate 
cardiovascular risk among the 50 years old 
population, identify persons with inadequate 

lifestyles, new cases of hypertension, 

hyperglycemia and hypercholesterolemia, 

activate an integrated model of assistance 

to help modify or reduce risk factors among 

healthy subjects, promote interventions to 

change unhealthy lifestyles and to increase 

knowledge and perceptions of CVD risks 

among the general population.

https://www.who.int/initiatives/decade-of-healthy-ageing
https://www.who.int/initiatives/decade-of-healthy-ageing
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/article/42/15/1499/6213772
https://www.young50.eu/
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The key objectives of the resulting project, 
entitled YOUNG50, which kicked off on 
May 1st, 2019, are to adapt and export the 
CARDIO50 screening model to Lithuania, 
Romania, and Luxembourg and to affect 
behavioural and medical risk factors of car-
diovascular diseases. 

COVID-19. Which impact on 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation 

A new OECD 
study has been 
published (April 
2021) on the ef-
fects the 
COVID-19 crisis 
could have on 
the future of Sci-
ence, Technolo-
gy and Innova-
tion (STI) and 
their policies, 
building on les-

sons learned from past crises. The paper 
also explores how STI policies could undergo 
fundamental changes as resilience, envi-
ronmental sustainability and inclusion are 
becoming increasingly important in shaping 
Member States' policy agendas. This in-
cludes experimenting with new digital data 
and tools for policy purposes and uncon-
ventional policy approaches, which could 
stimulate the adoption of new and more ef-
fective STI policies.

The publication concludes by stating that 
while some developments remain highly 
uncertain, such as the duration of the pan-
demic or its longer term effects on individu-
als’ consumption patterns and preferences, 
the STI systems of the future will largely be 
shaped by the policy choices made today 
and in the months to come. In this context, 
STI policy making should be based on a 

comprehensive vision of the complexity of 
ongoing developments and intertwined ef-
fects across different parts of the system.

Among the dimensions taken into account 
while addressing the lasting impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis on science, technology and 
innovation: 

• public and private funding for STI; 
• the wider digitalisation of STI and STI 

policies; 
• the openness and agility of STI;

• international collaboration in STI; 
• and the inclusiveness of STI at social, 

industrial and territorial levels.
Among the initiatives mapped in the study, 
promoting international collaboration in 
research to address global sustainability 
challenges, the Science and Technology 
Research Partnership for Sustainable Devel-
opment (SATREPS) in Japan has been men-
tioned, supporting research collaborations 
between Japanese researchers and re-
searchers in developing countries, with the 
objective of both providing new solutions 
to environmental problems and at strength-
ening research capacities in developing 
countries.

The EU Strategy for the 
development and availability 
of therapeutics. From 
a regional to a global 
perspective

With the Communication of May 6, 2021, 

the European Commission presented its EU 
strategy on treatments against Covid-19, to 

support the development of medicines for 

the treatment of the virus and its long-term 

effects. The strategy takes into account the 

entire life cycle of medicines, from research 

and development to manufacturing, 

purchasing and distribution. The Commission 

https://www.jst.go.jp/global/english/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/communication-strategy-covid-19-therapeutics_en.pdf
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will invest over € 90 million in population 
studies and clinical trials to establish links 

between risk factors and health outcomes in 

order to further guide public health policies 

and clinical management, including for 

patients with long COVID. By July, however, 

a ‘therapeutics innovation booster’ platform 
will be established in order to support the 

most promising therapies, from preclinical 

research to marketing authorization. Another 

5 million euros will instead be allocated to 

data and the quality of clinical trials, while 

40 million will go to finance the production 
process. On this regards, Commissioner 

Kyriakides added that this strategy is part 

of the EU's future biomedical readiness and 

will pave the way for a structural start of the 

biomedicine authority, the new HERA.

The Communication paves also the way 

towards international cooperation for 

therapeutics:

Collaboration on therapeutics is, indeed, 

also crucial at global level. The Commission 

is committed to working together with 

international partners on COVID-19 

therapeutics. The EU will intensify its 
cooperation with lower- and middle-
income countries to strengthen their health 
systems and healthcare workforce, so as 

to ensure equitable and timely access to 

high-quality and affordable medicines. In 

the spirit of European solidarity, the Union 

Civil Protection Mechanism allows the 

Commission to support (financially and/

or logistically) Member States willing to 

donate therapeutics to countries impacted 

by the crisis and in need of assistance as 

demonstrated most recently in responding 

to the request for assistance from India. 

Furthermore, the Commission is exploring 

how to support the enabling environment 
for manufacturing health products, while 

strengthening research capacity and 

public health institutes in partner countries 

around the globe (including their capacity 

to generate evidence), through the EU’s 
external relations instruments and the 
international cooperation component of 
Horizon Europe.
Therefore, three main actions have 

been identified to enhance international 

cooperation in this field: 

• Engage with international partners to 

develop COVID-19 therapeutics and 

ensure their fair distribution.

• Reinforce, together with Member States, 

engagement in the therapeutics pillar of 

the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator.

• Step up EU support for affected countries 

through the Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism.

The EGE opinion on  the Ethics 
of Genome Editing

Since its foundation in 1991, the European 
Group of Ethics in Science and New 
Technologies (EGE) has provided the 

Commission with independent and high-

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/support-policy-making/scientific-support-eu-policies/ege_en
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quality advice on all aspects of EU legislation 

and policies, where ethical issues, social 

and fundamental rights intersect with the 

progress of science and new technologies.

On March 19, 

EGE provided an 

opinion on the 

ethics of genome 

editing, analyzing 

the ethical issues 
raised by the 
application of 
genome editing 
in humans, 
animals and 

plants, embracing health, research, 

agriculture and environment aspects. EGE 

calls for a broad and inclusive social debate 

on genome editing, in order to orient the 

resources towards joint monitoring and 

mutual learning regarding regulatory and 

scientific developments. The debate should 

also be based on democratic principles, 

take into account present and future 

generations and should include local, 

regional, national and European 

perspectives. The opinion was delivered to 

the President of the European Commission 

and to Commissioner Gabriel (innovation, 

research, culture, education and youth – 

DGRTD). 

The EGE opinion is accessible here. 

From the Green Paper on 
Ageing to FUTURIUM 

In the last five decades, life expectancy 

at birth has increased by about 10 years 

for both men and women. Looking at 

the population prospects made by UN  in 

2019, today’s median age in Europe is 

42.5 years, sadly  more than double of the 

figure for Africa. This scenario, in Europe, 

has starting questioning the traditional 

stages of education and training, work and 

retirement. 

Moreover, the pandemic’s disproportionate 

impact on older people – in terms of 

hospitalisations and deaths - has highlighted 

some of the challenges of an ageing 

population poses on health and social 

care. As a side effect for everyone, the 

COVID-19 crisis has also let emerge the 

general importance of mental health, with 

lockdowns that have had a significant 

impact on very old, frail people living in 

residential care, who often do not have 

access to - or the skills to use - digital 

communication. 

With the aim of launching a broad policy 

debate on ageing to discuss options on how 

to anticipate and respond to the challenges 

and opportunities it may bring, notably 

taking into account the UN 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and UN 

Decade for Healthy Ageing, the European 

Commission has recently published  the 

Green Paper on Ageing. Fostering solidarity 

and responsibility between generations 

(January 27, 2021), following the publication 

of the Report on the impact of demographic 

change in Europe published in June 2020, 

which highlighted the recent trends in 

demographic change in Europe: 

• an aging continent reducing the active 

population, where 1 in 3 people are 

expected to be over 65 by 2070;

• a continent with lower fertility rates and 

increased depopulation of rural areas 

with reduced prospects for economic 

growth, and often inadequate health 

and care services.

The Green Paper calls for appropriate 

policy actions to be taken in several areas in 

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/6d9879f7-8c55-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1
https://population.un.org/wpp/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/1_en_act_part1_v8_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/1_en_act_part1_v8_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/impact-demographic-change-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/impact-demographic-change-europe_en
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order to address the challenges associated 

with these trends. These actions range from 

improving the health and well-being of 

older people, to promoting lifelong learning, 

from gender equality to active citizenship. 

It promotes an approach to ageing that 
embraces all ages of life, starting from birth, 

with a special attention to prevention.

This green paper, indeed, takes this life-

cycle approach reflecting the universal 

impact of ageing, thus, exploring both the 

personal and wider societal implications of 

ageing. As stated in its introduction, as a 

milestone in the Health and Welfare policies 

of the EU, the Green Paper  “also reflects 

the fact that responding to population 

ageing is a question of striking the right 

balance between sustainable solutions 

for our welfare system and strengthening 
intergenerational solidarity and fairness 
between both young and old”. 

As a field for preparatory actions that will lay 

the foundations of effective interventions 

at policy level in this field, the Green Paper 

addresses Active and Healthy Ageing 
(AHA), to be meant as the healthy lifestyles 

throughout our lives that include our 

consumption and nutrition patterns and our 

levels of physical and social activity. 

By helping to reduce the risk of obesity, 

diabetes and other non-communicable 

diseases which are on the rise, AHA  - if it 

is a personal choice and responsibility - it 

depends also heavily on the environment 

in which people live, work and socialise. 

Therefore, public policies can play a 

significant supporting role, by ensuring 
that healthy and active ageing becomes 
an easier choice, including for those in 

situations of vulnerability.

Making the most of our working lives seems, 

then, to be the motto of this Paper, that 

stresses the need  of bringing more people 

into the workforce, from women and 

people with a migrant background.  On this 

regard, Eurostat shows that employment 

rates among women (aged 20-64) in the EU 
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remain 11.7 percentage points lower than 

those among men, and more women tend 

to work part time despite more women than 

men obtaining a university degree.

While people with a migrant background 

could be better integrated contributing to 

improved social cohesion, economic growth 

and reduction of inequalities, if enabled to 

pursue a work reflecting their qualifications 

and skills, there is also potential to address 

labour shortages by increasing employment 

among people with disabilities, which 

requires reasonable accommodation and 

an accessible work environment.

In this scenario, also senior entrepreneurship 

can prolong working lives, reduce old-

age unemployment, improve the social 

inclusion of older individuals and enhance 

innovation through start-ups. This is clearly 

stated in the Green Paper on Ageing, that 

adds how senior entrepreneurship can 

foster intergenerational learning and ensure 

knowledge transfer, encouraging public 

policies to support senior entrepreneurs by 

removing disincentives in tax and social 

security systems, providing well-targeted 

advice and ensuring access to finance. 

Finally, education and training in a lifelong 
learning perspective are also included in 

the reflection of the Green Paper, with a 

special attention to territorial aspects in 

access to education, considering that often 

in rural areas the combination of low birth 

rates and emigration of young people can 

reduce the demand for schooling, thus, 

leading to a vicious circle: “the number of 

children can fall to such a low level that it is 

difficult to justify maintaining a school. This 

in turn makes it less attractive for families 

with children to move to or remain in such 

a region”.

Investing in digital skills, community 

development and intergenerational 

cohesion is, therefore, the formula chosen 

by the European Commission to making 

the most of our ageing society, preventing 

the deterioration of mental health and well-

being and reducing inequalities.

This Commission has put demography high 

on the EU policy agenda and intended to 

include the citizens voice in the debate 

launched with the Green Paper on 

Ageing at policy level. That’s why a public 

consultation on the Green Paper was open 

until 21 April. All citizens were asked to 

contribute with their opinions, expertise and 

ideas to guide the policies and actions to 

be taken at European level for an active 

and healthy aging. 

Meanwhile, the European Commission has 

launched the Platform “Futurium. Active 

and Healthy Living in the Digital World”, as 

part of the Forum Active and Healthy Living 

in the Digital World, a multi-stakeholder 

forum of EU citizens, patients, health and 

care providers, government authorities, 

innovators, researchers, civil society and 

policy makers engaged in discussion, 

exchange and dissemination of innovations, 

policies and challenges related to active 

and healthy living and aging with digital 

tools. 

The FUTURIUM platform has 

been designed to support 

the R&I community and 

initiatives related to active 

and healthy aging, such as 

the EIP Partnership on AHA, 

the AAL - Active and Assisted Living Program, 

the More Years Better Lives partnership, and 

all organizations, partnerships, hubs, clusters, 

projects operating on innovation for active 

aging and well-being through digital 

technologies.

A specific session of the FUTURIUM platform 

is dedicated to International Cooperation 

and often hosts updates and news from the 

IDIH project. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12722-Demographic-change-in-Europe-green-paper-on-ageing
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12722-Demographic-change-in-Europe-green-paper-on-ageing
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/active-and-healthy-living-digital-world
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/active-and-healthy-living-digital-world
http://idih-global.eu/
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With the aim of promoting collaboration, 

the exchange of good practices and 

interdisciplinarity, the platform is open to all 

relevant initiatives and will give visibility to 

good projects in the field by disseminating 

the results and promoting innovation 

ecosystems capable of strengthening the 

European AgeTech sector. The platform 

will also publish a monthly newsletter that 

includes events, news, best practices, 

funding opportunities, discussion forums and 

information relating to policies on the topic.

The WHO Toolkit on how to 
support older people to live 
with COVID-19

On the subject of Aging & Covid-19, the 
new toolkit developed by the WHO Living 
with the Times: a mental health and psycho-
social support toolkit for older adults during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has recently been 
published. 

This toolkit has 
been devel-
oped by the 
Inter-Agency 
Standing Com-
mittee Refer-
ence Group 
on Mental 
Health and 
Psychosocial 
Support in 
E m e r g e n c y 
Settings (IASC 
MHPSS RG), 

and contains posters with key messages for 
older adults on how to take care of their 
well-being and how to provide support to 
those around them during the COVID-19 
pandemic and beyond. It includes instruc-
tions for facilitators of mental health and 

psychosocial support (MHPSS) on how to 
conduct guided conversations with older 
adults using these posters.

The production of this toolkit involved an 
iterative and participatory development 
process, which began with pilot-testing to 
understand what style of illustrations and 
designs worked best for older adults. A total 
of 199 older adults aged between 60 and 90 
years, from 51 countries, provided inputs to 
the design and content via an online survey 
and a number of focus group consultations. 
Based on this feedback, the IASC MHPSS RG 
revised the posters and developed this fa-
cilitator guide through a thematic ad hoc 
steering group, in close collaboration with 
agencies specializing in the well-being of 
older adults, including colleagues from the 
International Federation on Ageing, Hel-
pAge International and Alzheimer’s Disease 
International.

Through a network of country-level MHPSS 
Technical Working Groups, the posters were 
then tested with 80 older adults from a wide 
range of countries, based on geographical 
location and different income groups and 
contexts. This testing phase included older 
adults living in humanitarian settings from a 
total of 10 countries.

These posters five large poster illustrations 
can be printed or showed on a screen, 
each addressing one of the following ques-
tions: 

1. How can I stay healthy? 
2. What can I do to improve my mood? 
3. How can I feel connected to my family 

and community? 
4. Where can I get help if I need it? 
5. How can I cope with grief and loss? 

The posters aim to provide answers to these 
questions in an accessible format that re-
quires minimal reading ability. They are uni-
versal in nature, representing different cul-
tures, settings and regions.

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2021-03/Living%20with%20the%20Times%2C%20A%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Psychosocial%20Support%20Toolkit%20for%20Older%20Adults%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2021-03/Living%20with%20the%20Times%2C%20A%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Psychosocial%20Support%20Toolkit%20for%20Older%20Adults%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2021-03/Living%20with%20the%20Times%2C%20A%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Psychosocial%20Support%20Toolkit%20for%20Older%20Adults%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2021-03/Living%20with%20the%20Times%2C%20A%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Psychosocial%20Support%20Toolkit%20for%20Older%20Adults%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf
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New portable solution 
addressing the challenges 
in the ICUs in the fight with 
Coronavirus

The EU-funded VASCOVID project was 

selected in the European Commission’s 

emergency call for innovation action as 

one of the 23 projects which involve 347 

research groups from 40 countries. This EU 

funding will allow researchers to address 
the pandemic and its aftermath, strengthen 
industrial capacity to manufacture and 
deploy readily available solutions, develop 

medical technologies and digital tools, 

improve understanding of socioeconomic 

impacts and behaviours during the 

pandemic, and learn as much as possible 

about the disease from large databases of 

patient groups across Europe.

The core technologies of VASCOVID proj-

ect are based on near-infrared light which 

penetrates deep (>1 cm) into the tissues 

and returns important clinical informa-

tion. In particular, we will use time-resolved 

near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) and dif-

fuse correlation spectroscopy (DCS). This will 

allow to measure microvascular blood ox-

ygen saturation, blood volume and blood 

flow and estimate oxygen metabolism. By 

combining these methods with a vascular 

occlusion test induced by sustained arterial 

occlusion of the palm, we will evaluate the 
functioning of the microvasculature and the 
endothelium.

VASCOVID is, thus, developing a portable, 
non-invasive and real-time health monitor-
ing platform that combines time-resolved 
near-infrared spectroscopy and diffuses 
correlation spectroscopy. The solution will 

enable the large-scale testing of new treat-

ment procedures and therapies, targeting 

microvascular impairment. Moreover, it will 

reduce the incidence of extubation failure 

(reintubation within seven days) in ICUs – In-
tensive Care Units. 

US-China collaboration on 
COVID-19 research.

US-China collaboration represents 5.5% of 

all US publications on COVID-19 research. 

US-China collaboration represents 5.5% of 
all US publications on COVID-19 research. 
Figure 3 maps the country of origin of 

research on COVID-19 and shows that the 

United States and the People’s Republic of 

China (hereafter, China) are among the two 

major contributors to COVID-19 publications 

on PubMed. They are also each other’s 

main collaborating partner. Other research 

confirms this pattern, showing that the United 

Posters by WHO: living with the times

https://vascovid.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/digital-health-technologies-addressing-pandemic
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States and China increased their levels of 

collaboration following the outbreak.

For what concerns collaborations on clinical 

research and clinical trials on COVID-19, 

hundreds of clinical trials have been 

registered since early 2020, most of them 

to test drug candidates, but also several 

vaccine candidates. Figure 4 shows the 

number of COVID-19 studies registered 

on the NIH’s portal ClinicalTrials.gov by 

8 December 2020. The United States 

accounts for the largest number of 

clinical trials by far, particularly for drugs, 

while China comes second on vaccine 

trials.

This data come from the publication 

of the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) 

Science, Technology and Innovation 
Outlook 2021: Times of Crisis and 
Opportunity (2021). Among its findings, 

the report states how Research and 

innovation systems have responded 

impressively to the pandemic, even if 

it continues to pose major challenges 

for STI systems, endangering key productive 

and innovation capabilities, especially in 

hard hit sectors. 

Many uncertainties remain that will shape 
research and innovation systems, and the 
contributions these systems can make 
to solving societies’ longer-term grand 
challenges. A chapter discusses a series 

of “critical pivot points”, where future 

developments could go in radically different 

directions.

To read the full study, see here. 

Figure 4 Source: OECD

Figure 3 Source: OECD

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/oecd-science-technology-and-innovation-outlook-2021_75f79015-en
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RESOURCES
UPDATE ON IDIH ACTIVITIES, 
DELIVERABLES AND OUTCOMES

Policy engagement - Setting 
priority collaboration fields 
through interaction with 
funding agencies and users

IDIH – International Digital Health 

Cooperation for Preventive, Integrated, 

Independent and Inclusive Living is a project 

funded under the European Union Horizon 

2020 Research and Innovation Programme, 

bringing together prominent organisations 

from EU and five Strategic Partner Countries, 

i.e. Canada, China, Japan, South Korea 

and the USA with the aim to promote and 

increase international collaboration to 

advance digital health to support active 

and healthy ageing through innovation.

The effective use of digital technologies 

(ICT) to support independent and quality 

lives for older people is a long standing 

and very promising quest that, however, 

still has to unleash its full potential. Digital 

technologies can be deployed as solutions 

in various research and innovation areas 

and can substantially support health care 

worldwide. They can be tools to tackle 

isolation and provide care and assistance 

for the elderly. Academia and industry are 

continuously creating solutions in different 

technology and market application areas, 

such as smart homes, social inclusion and 

support tools for carers. Yet, several barriers, 

such as scarcity of open and interoperable 

solutions, insufficient involvement of elderly 

people in the conception and design of 

relevant products and services and the 

lack of affordable, commercially viable 

solutions, are still limiting the impact that ICT 

could bring into the arena. In general, the 

search for successful and replicable business 

models is still open. IDIH aims to support 
and improve international collaboration on 
Research, Development and Innovation, for 
leveraging new developments in the field 
of effective use of digital technologies (ICT) 
by the older people, especially through a 

Digital Health Transformation Forum.

The IDIH activities include, therefore, a strong 
component of stakeholder engagement, in 
order to reach and engage policy makers 
and funding agencies – as well as users as-
sociations - dealing with Digital Health for 
AHA in the EU and in the 5 Strategic Partner 
Countries. In particular, a dedicated Work 
Package (WP2) aims, indeed, to involve 
these stakeholders in the process of defi-
nition of a Roadmap to enhance interna-
tional cooperation in Digital Health for Ac-
tive and Healthy Ageing (AHA), especially 
around 4 Strategic Topics: Preventive Care, 
Integrated Care, Indipendent and Connect-
ed Living, Inclusive Living. This Roadmap will 

http://www.idih-global.eu
http://www.idih-global.eu
http://www.idih-global.eu
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result from the works of the experts within 
the Digital Health transformation Forum. 

WP2 overall vision and synergies with other 
WPs | WP2 aims to involve the above 
stakeholders in the process of definition 
of the Roadmap to design international 
collaboration of the digital transformation 
in AHA (D3.7) that will result from the works 
of the experts within the Digital Health 
transformation Forum (WP3), starting 
from a shared reflection on WP1 findings, 
up to the promotion and capitalization 
of stakeholders’ relevant initiatives and 
knowledge in the project awareness raising 
activities (WP4).

In particular, the exchange with policy 
makers, funding agencies, and the 
organizations representing the users of digital 
solutions for AHA – as an ongoing process 
in the implementation of the project – is 
allowing IDIH to keep its work and findings 
in line with the policy agendas and trends 
in the different countries and regions, while 
receiving feedback on the on-going work 
of the IDIH Forum of Experts.  
On this regard, the Consortium intends to 
build a relation - that could be stable in time 
– among the policy makers and funding 
agencies in the field of Digital Health and 
AHA in the EU and in the 5 Strategic Partner 
Countries. Two are the reasons behind this 
effort: 

• To ensure that IDIH deliverables and 

information materials provide contents 

concerning policies and funding 

programmes that are correct and 

updated;

• To create the conditions to start and/or 

strengthen the dialogue among these 

funding agencies, aimed at fostering 

international cooperation.

This is actually made possible through a con-
tinuous flow of information, animated by vir-
tual meetings  and informal exchanges with 
policy makers, to update them – where pos-
sible – about the project and its progress, as 
well as through 2 Programme Level Coop-
eration Meetings, to be held back-to-back 
with 2nd  and 3rd EG meetings. 

Indeed, the policy 
makers currently in-
volved from the re-
spective strategic 
countries will have 
soon the chance to 
meet each other 
and start the discus-

sion around potential jointly funded 
schemes. The first Programme Level Coop-
eration meeting organized by IDIH on May 
27, 2021 will be the occasion for such agen-
cies to meet for the first time in the frame-
work of the project, take the current IDIH 
findings into consideration, and deepen a 
shared reflection on How to better coordi-
nate international efforts, strategies and 
partnerships to advance research on Digital 
Health for AHA. 

Among the participants: the European 
Commission DG CONNECT Unit– eHealth, 
Well-Being and Ageing, European Commis-
sion, Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
CIHR Institute of Aging, Alzheimer's Disease 
Research Centers (ADRC), National Insti-
tute on Aging (NIH-NIA), Japanese Ministry 
of Economy, Trade and Industry, National 
Research Council Canada and the Public 
Health Agency of Canada – PHAC.
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In the meantime, the 6 members of the Users 
Consultation Group (UCG) of IDIH, previous-
ly engaged in the 1st UCG meeting in 2020 
– starting guiding the IDIH experts to adopt 
a users-centred perspective in the works of 
the Forum - are continuously updated on 
the progress of the project and enabled to 
further advise the IDIH Experts. 

In particular, the UCG members are now 
actively participating in the IDIH Week 2021 
by taking part in the partnering events, as 
well as in the open discussion around IDIH 
experts’ outcomes that will take place on-
line in the Innovation Day of the Week (June 
4th), as part of a co-creation international 
workshop.

Moreover, the UCG members have been 
engaged also in the preparation of the 
D4.5 Guidebook for care providers and us-
ers and in the IDIH Magazine itself. In both 
cases, they provided their testimonies and 
perspectives. These represented other oc-
casions to deepen their vision and improve 
their first statements released in the 1st UCG 
meeting. 

Information on funding 
opportunities for international 
cooperation in the field of 
Digital Health for AHA

As part of IDIH (WP2) activities, the analysis 

of potential funding schemes supporting 

Digital Health & AHA in the IDIH strategic 

regions and countries (EU, China, Canada, 

Japan, South Korea and USA), mainly based 

on desk Research and exchange with 

Funding agencies, has contributed to date 

to:

• Brief the experts – through the D2.4 Briefing 

note on (priority) topics for the Expert 

Groups – with an overview of the most 

recent policies and funding programmes 

dealing with Digital Health and AHA in 

the EU and in the 5 Strategic Countries, 

enabling them to start working in the 

Forum to their proposal for a Roadmap 

to enhance international cooperation in 

these fields. 

• Inform the Users and the RDI communities 
of stakeholders in these countries and 

Figure 5 UCG members attending the 1st IDIH Users Consultation Group meeting

https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/D2.2-Report-of-the-1st-UCG-meeting.pdf
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/page-4121
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IDIH_D4.5-Guidebook-for-care-providers-and-users.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IDIH_D4.5-Guidebook-for-care-providers-and-users.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/D2.4_Briefing-note_final.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/D2.4_Briefing-note_final.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/D2.4_Briefing-note_final.pdf
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regions about the current and future 

funding opportunities for international 

cooperation projects and initiatives 

(D2.1). 

50 different funding opportunities for R&I in 

the field of Digital Health for AHA (relevant 

programmes/initiatives) have been mapped 

in D2.4 Briefing note on (priority) topics for 

the expert group that  has been conceived 

as the starting working document for the 

experts in the 4 thematic EGs of the IDIH 

forum, and used as a basis for their further 

work towards the development of the 

Roadmap: Report Towards an international 

collaboration in digital health (D3.7).

In order to facilitate cooperation between 

RTI stakeholders from Europe and the target 

countries in the field of Digital Health for AHA, 

a guidebook presenting funding schemes 

supporting various forms of collaboration 

has been developed: D2.1 Guidebook for 

RDI stakeholders, that mapped 32 different 
funding opportunities for international 
cooperation between the EU and the 5 

Strategic Countries in the field of Digital 

Health for AHA (relevant programmes/

initiatives).
This deliverable is considered – in the 

framework of IDIH concept and vision –  as 

a primary source of synergies between WPs, 

producing contents for the dialogue with 

policy makers and users (WP2), keeping 
briefing experts in the Forum (WP3), and 

promoting access opportunities to EU 

and international programmes in the 

communication and networking initiatives 

of the project (WP4).

The 2 IDIH 

G u i d e b o o k s 

on funding 

opportunities 

for international cooperation in the field of 

Digital Health for AHA are now available in 

the IDIH website, as well as among the 

Resources of the IDIH Week website. There, 

you’ll find targeted information on 

opportunities for projects and initiatives 

between the EU and 5 strategic countries in 

the field of Digital Health & AHA (China, 

Canada, Japan, South Korea, and USA).

The Guidebooks will be presented during 

the Info Day of the IDIH Week (June 1st 

2021) by the IDIH Team and also thanks to 

the participation of some National Funding 

Agencies of the sector, which will provide 

updates and news on the current/upcoming 
funding opportunities for international 
cooperation.
On the base of the funding opportunities 

included in the Guidebooks, participants in 

the IDIH Week 2021 may have for sure some 

ideas for networking and matchmaking in 

the b2match platform of the event!

IDIH Week 2021

IDIH Week 2021 is a 4 days online event ded-

icated to researchers, innovators, care pro-

viders and users associations dealing with 

Digital Health for Active and Healthy Age-

ing (AHA). 

IDIH Week will take place online between 

June 1st and June 4th, 2021 with 3 sessions 

dedicated to Information, Networking&-

Matchmaking, and Co-creation among 

all the key-stakeholders of digital solutions 

for AHA inEurope, as well as in China, Cana-

da, Japan, South Korea, and USA: 

Info Day - June 1st 2021 | A chance to ex-

plore the funding opportunities for interna-

tional cooperation within and with these 

countries, directly from the national Funding 

Agencies in the field.  

https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IDIH_D2.1-Guidebook-for-RDI-stakeholders.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IDIH_D2.1-Guidebook-for-RDI-stakeholders.pdf
https://idih-global.eu/outcomes/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/page-4061
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io
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Partnering Days -  June 2nd and 3rd 2021  
An occasion to build partnerships, having 
B2Bs and pitches to promote project ideas 
on the base of the upcoming Call for pro-
posals. 

Innovation Day - June 4th 2021  
An expert-driven space for discus-
sion in which the IDIH Forum of Experts will 
discuss the state of the art of Research 
and Innovation in Digital Health for AHA, out-
lining its trends and future perspectives, and 
pointing out possible paths for addressing 
policies in this field with representatives of 
the R&I communities of Europe, China, Can-
ada, Japan, South Korea, and USA.   

To know more about the IDIH Week 
2021, please visit the website and register 
at: https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/ 

Here follow some instructions to make the 
most of your participation in the IDIH Week 
2021!

• If you want to have a 5-10 minutes 
pitch of your organization, expertise or 
project idea, among other stakeholders 
in the sector of Digital Health for Active 
and Healthy Ageing (AHA)? Meet your 
audience at Partnering Day 1 (June 2nd, 
2021) of the IDIH Week! 

1. Make sure that you have registered 
in the Partnering Day 1: check 
your Agenda in the IDIH Week and 
eventually add Session 2.  

2. Then, you just need to download 

this template ppt and use it for your 
presentation. 

3. Please send your ppt presentation 
to idih@apre.it  possibly by May 14. 

[!] Please note that the b2match platform 
will be open also after the IDIH Week and 
your presentation will be uploaded among 
the Resources of the IDIH Week website. This 
will allow you to stay more visible in the 
website and have more chance to keep 
meeting international stakeholders, after 
the IDIH Week till the end of 2021.  
• If you want meet personally your potential 

partners: 
1. Make sure that you have registered in 

Partnering Day 2. This second Partner-
ing Day will be dedicated to B2Bs (one-
to-one meetings) already scheduled 
through the use of the b2match platform. 

• Register in the IDIH Week and add 
the Session 2: Partnering Day 2 in 
your Agenda. 

2. Create your own business profile in the 
b2match platform, especially by adding 
a field among your Marketplace Oppor-
tunities in your profile:

• Partnership: if you are simply interested 
in engaging in a partnership with 
another organization

• Project Cooperation: if you have a 
project idea and are interested in 
finding a partner/coordinator

• Expertise: if you want to add more 
details about your expertise and 
publish your particular expertise offer

https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/agenda
https://prod5.assets-cdn.io/event/6354/assets/8382655846-4d1234b596.pptx
mailto:idih@apre.it
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/signup
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/agenda
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
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You can add one or more of this types 
of offers in the section Marketplace Op-
portunities. This will help you to raise your 
visibility on the b2match platform, by 
showcasing your needs, what you can 
offer to potential partners and who you 
want to meet. A good profile will gener-
ate significantly more meeting requests! 
Your offers will be immediately visible in 
the Marketplace and all participants will 
browse them filtering the 3 offers types 
mentioned above.

3. To explore potential partners, browse oth-
er Participants mainly through their Areas 
of activity, as they result from the cluster-
ization of the funding opportunities pro-
moted by IDIH project during the Info 
Day, as well as other filters

4. Schedule a meeting, it's easy! Visit the 
page B2B| How it works, you will find 
step-by-step instructions.

IDIH Podcast. The Future of 
Ageing Actively and Happily

The IDIH project (http://idih-global.eu/) has 
recently published the first episode of its pod-
cast The Future of Ageing Actively and Hap-
pily, freely available here on Spotify, as well 
as on Breaker and Google Podcast.

This episode will focus on Happiness, Wellbe-
ing and Europe, having a look at how Hap-
piness has become a metrics for measuring 
wellbeing, and exploring some opportunities 
for global researchers and innovators to get 
funded in Europe. Among the interviewed 
experts: 

• Dr. YoungHee Ro - CEO at GSBC Global 
SMEs and Business Council (GSBC)

• Irina Kalderon Libal, Policy Officer of the EC
• lenia Gheno, Research Project Manager 

at AGE Platform Europe
• Nicola Filizola, Communication and Public 

Affairs Manager, AAL Association

About the IDIH Podcast | 
The Future of Ageing Ac-
tively and Happily is the 
podcast of the EU Project 
IDIH International Digital 
Health Cooperation for 
Preventive, Integrated, 

Independent and Inclusive Living. Each ep-
isode focuses on one of these topics, and a 
strategic region of the world: Europe, Chi-
na, Canada, Japan, South Korea, and USA. 
Exploring with researchers, innovators and 
policy makers the frontiers of Digital Transfor-
mation for Active and Healthy Ageing, and 
promoting international cooperation oppor-
tunities between the EU and 5 key-countries 
and regions. 

 IDIH HELPDESK
IDIH provides an ad-hoc advice to RTI 
stakeholders from the EU and the Strategic 
Partner Countries with regard to Funding 
Programmes and Calls that offer opportunities 
for international cooperation in the field of 
Digital Health and Active and Healthy Ageing.

Thanks to its long-lasting experience in 
the European Commission Framework 
Programmes, IDIH Partner APRE – as hosting 
organization of the Italian National Contact 
Points (NCP) for all the themes and sectors 
of Horizion 2020 – will respond to the requests 
for information and support from the RTI 
community.

If you need information and/or assistance 
on Funding Programmes and Calls that offer 
opportunities for international cooperation 
in the field of Digital Health and Active and 
Healthy Ageing: do not hesitate to send an 
email to idih@apre.it 

A phone service is also available: +39 06 48 
93 99 93   (please specify the aim of your call: 
“Assistance request to the IDIH Helpdesk”).

For further information on APRE National 
Contact Points for H2020-SC1 Health, 
demographic change and wellbeing, see 
here.

https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/marketplace
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/marketplace
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/participants
https://admin.b2match.com/e/6354/website/pages/how-it-works
https://open.spotify.com/show/4UzsfmT8UNxsrVnCk5NtIM
http://www.apre.it
mailto:idih%40apre.it?subject=
https://www.apre.it/5519
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EVENTS AND INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD 
OF DIGITAL HEALTH FOR AHA FROM 
THE INTERNATIONAL ECOSYSTEM

AAL CALL 2021 (Deadline: May 
21, 2021)

The AAL program is a joint funding action of 

the partner countries of the AAL Association, 

with financial support from the European 

Commission, on the basis of Article 185 of 

the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union (TFEU). The aim of the AAL 

program is to improve the autonomy, 
participation in social life, skills and 
employability of the elderly by providing 
innovative ICT technologies.

The new Call of the AAL Program funds 

small and large-scale collaborative projects 

on the topic: Advancing Inclusive Health & 

Care Solutions for Ageing Well in the New 
Decade.

The aim of the call is to support innovative, 
transnational and multidisciplinary 
collaborative projects. While maintaining 

an open approach (i.e. open to all 8 AAL 

application areas), the 2021 Call emphasizes 

three aspects:

• an inclusive approach to health and 
care (health prevention, preservation 

of physical and mental health, social 

participation);

• stimulation and enhancement of 

innovation in active and healthy aging 
through health and care ecosystems;

• the accessibility of digital solutions to 
end users, for example through e-literacy 

training and education

More details and all relevant documentation 

is available at: http://www.aal-europe.eu/

call-2021/ 

DIGITAL HEALTH & AHA: UPCOMING FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

http://www.aal-europe.eu/call-2021/
http://www.aal-europe.eu/call-2021/
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[Pre-announcement] HORIZON 
EUROPE – MSCA (Deadlines from 
September 15, 2021)

The Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions 

(MSCA) represent the main program of the 

European Union dedicated to doctoral and 
post-doctoral training.

MSCAs support excellence research in 

different ways, from rewarding the profile of 

the researcher, her/his collaborations and 

the exchange of knowledge, but also the 

quality and methodology of the research. 

MSCAs are based on the principle of physical 
mobility: the researchers who receive the 

funding must move from one country to 

another to develop their research career by 

acquiring new knowledge and skills.

The actions are characterized by a bottom-
up approach: the research topic is freely 

chosen by the single applicant researcher, 

without sector limitations. 

The next calls under Horizon Europe will open 

on May 18 and will concern the schemes:

• Postdoctoral scholarships: invitation 

to support research and postdoctoral 

careers (Deadline: September 15, 2021)

• Doctoral Networks: call for the training of 

innovative doctoral students (Deadline: 

November 16, 2021).

[Pre-announcement] ERC – 
ADVANCED GRANTS (Deadline: 
August 31, 2021)

The European 

Research Council 

(ERC) funds 

e x c e l l e n t 
researchers of any 
age and nationality 

who intend to carry out "frontier" research 
activities in the Member States or associated 
countries. The main objective is to support 

scientific excellence and enhance the 

dynamism and creativity of frontier 

European research, supporting the work of 

the best researchers in all scientific, technical 

and academic fields.

The next call under Horizon Europe will open 

on May 20th and will concern the Advanced 

Grants instrument (ERC-2021-ADG), expiring 

on August 31st 2021: 

• Advanced Grant (AdG) – It enables 

outstanding and experienced research 

leaders of all ages and nationalities to 

carry out innovative, high-risk projects that 

can open new perspectives for their fields 

of research and other sectors. Researchers 

must be scientifically independent, active 

in research for the past decade and have 

a profile that identifies them as leaders in 

their respective research field. Funding 
can reach 2.5 million euros per single 
project for a maximum duration of 5 years.

The 2022 Call is expected to open in July 2021 

and will concern the following instruments:

• Synergy Grant (SyG) - intended for groups 

consisting of a minimum of two and a 

maximum of four Principal Investigators 

(PIs), each one may have its own research 
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group. Funding can reach 10 million euros 
per single project for a maximum duration 
of 6 years. [Call opening 2022: July 2021; 

Call closing: November 2021]

• Proof of Concept (PoC) - Aims to ensure 

the link between basic research and 

the market. The scheme is aimed at 

researchers who have already obtained 

ERC funding. It is aimed at researchers 
already awarded an ERC grant, who have 

a project still in progress or completed no 

more than 12 months from the date of 

publication of the call. The beneficiaries 

have access to a contribution of 150 
thousand euros for 18 months. [Call 

opening 2022/1: July 2021; Call closing: 

October 2021]

For more information on the ERC upcoming 

calls: https://erc.europa.eu/funding 

[Pre-announcement] HORIZON 
EUROPE – CLUSTER “HEALTH” 
(Deadlines from September 21, 
2021)

The R&I activities under this Cluster, as parti 

of Pillar II Global Challenges and European 

Industrial Competitiveness, will develop 

the knowledge base, build the research 

and innovation capacity and develop 

the solutions needed for a more effective 

promotion of health and the prevention, 
treatment and cure of diseases. Improving 

health outcomes will in turn result in increased 

life expectancy, healthy active lives and 

productivity of working age people, and 

sustainability of health and care systems. 

Therefore, through the initiatives funded 

under this Cluster, Horizon Europe intends 

to build close linkages between discovery, 
clinical, epidemiological, environmental 
and socio-economic research as well as 

with regulatory sciences. 

R&I interventions under Cluster 1 Health 

will be oriented towards the following six 

health-related challenges, that represent 

the destinations included in the Work 

Programme of the Cluster: 

1. Staying healthy in a rapidly changing 

society 

2. Living and working in a health-promoting 

environment

3. Tackling diseases and reducing disease 

burden 

4. Ensuring access to sustainable and high-

quality health care in the EU 

5. Unlocking the full potential of new tools, 

technologies and digital solutions for a 

healthy society

6. Maintaining a sustainable and globally 

competitive health-related industry

The Health Cluster has a top-down approach, 

thus, applications can be submitted only in 

Figure 7 Source: EC

https://erc.europa.eu/funding
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response to the topics identified by the EC. 

Only collaborative projects are eligible, 

while interdiciplinarity and intersectoriality 

are required, harnessing the combined skills 

of academia and industry in collaboration 

with the health services, patients, policy-

makers and citizens. This will allow to better 

uptake results in clinical practice as well as in 

health care systems. Moreover, it should be 

highlighted that Personalised Medicine and 

Digitalization are considered as transversal 

aspects across the Cluster destinations.

Some upcoming opportunities for 
collaborative research in the field of Digital 
Health & Ageing, concern the following 
domains:

• Digital literacy 
• AI tools for diseases prevention 

Calls for proposals in 2021 will open on May 

26 and will close on September 21 2021.

[Pre-announcement] HORIZON 
EUROPE – CLUSTER “DIGITAL, 
INDUSTRY AND SPACE” (Deadlines 
from September 21, 2021)
This Cluster under Pillar II of Horizon Europe 
(Global Challenges and European Industrial 

Competitiveness) is aimed at reinforcing 
capacities and securing Europe’s 

sovereignty in key enabling technologies for 
digitization and production, and in space 
technology, to build a competitive, digital, 
low-carbon and circular industry; ensure 
a sustainable supply of raw materials; 

and provide the basis for advances and 
innovation in all global societal challenges.

Bringing together activities on digital, key 
enabling and space technologies, as well 
as a sustainable supply of raw materials, 
will allow for a more systemic approach, 

and a faster and more profound digital 
and industrial transformation. This Cluster 
is complementary with activities under the 
Digital Europe Programme.

The Cluster 4 has a top-down approach, 
thus, applications can be submitted only in 
response to the topics identified by the EC. 

Only collaborative projects are eligible.

For what concerns international 
Cooperation, activities under this cluster 
will engage with international partners 
as appropriate to enhance exchange of 
know-how, access to international value 
chains, in areas of mutual benefit and EU 
interest, and with due consideration to 
the technological sovereignty/autonomy 
objective. Particular attention will be paid 
to Europe’s strong position in sustainability, 
to promote EU climate-neutral, clean and 
circular technologies. Activities will also aim 
to pursue level playing fields, reciprocity 

and the development of technologies that 
put human rights and social values first, 
including through industrial and policy 
dialogues. Among the domains identified 
for cooperation: Circular economy and 
climate-neutral technologies, to support 
global sustainability and European industry, 
including a harmonised approach to 
materials life cycle assessment (“circularity 

by design”); Common standards and 
interoperability, including in the regulatory 
context of manufacturing technologies, 

digital technologies and Artificial 
Intelligence (focussed on ethics and data).

Some upcoming opportunities for 
collaborative research in the field of Digital 
Health & Ageing, concern the following 
domains:

• Health Data Management  
• Quantum Technology (this latter, 

especially dedicated to Canadian 
partners) 
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Calls for proposals in 2021 will open on May 
and will close between September 8 and 
September 23, 2021.

[Pre-announcement] 2° Open 
Call COVID-X [To be launched 
before summer]

The 2-year COVID-X (COVID eXponential 

Programme) project will jump-start over 30 

European solutions onto the market, 

providing: 

• Up to EUR 150 000 in equity-free funding 

to companies to validate their initiatives in 

real-world healthcare sites; 

• A 10-month acceleration programme to 

consolidate the ideas, including technical 

support, ethical validation and business 

coaching; 

• Exclusive access to the COVID-X SandBox, 

the one-stop platform for exploiting 

COVID-19 data sources for management, 

integration and visualisation.

The first COVID-X Open Call closed in 

January 2021, receiving 112 applications 

from 29 countries. Following evaluations, the 

top 10 solutions with TRL7+ will be supported 

to begin advancing their solutions in the 

areas of diagnosis, prognosis and follow-up.

The second COVID-X Open Call is due to 

take place before summer 2021. For more 

information, please see https://www.
covid-x.eu/

EU4HEALTH. READY TO START!

The European Commission's Workshop on 

the European Health Program EU4Health 

that was held on March 24, provided 

more information on the program, which 

has now entered into force, providing a 

more ambitious EU health response to the 

Covid-19 pandemic and the general health 

challenges of the Union.

Over the next seven years, EU4Health will 

make € 5.1 billion available to invest in 

national health systems to protect European 

citizens from serious cross-border threats 

and improve the availability of medicines, 

medical devices and other emergency 

https://www.covid-x.eu/
https://www.covid-x.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/events/ev_20210324_en
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products in the EU. Its budget will be divided 

as follows:

• Minimum 20% for health promotion and 

disease prevention;

• Maximum 12.5%   for procurement to 

support national stocks of essential crisis 

products;

• Maximum 12.5%   for health cooperation;

• Maximum 8% for administrative expenses.

In this framework, among the ifferent types 

of actions that can be funded in future in the 

different areas covered by the programme, 

also: cross-border collaboration and 
partnerships, including in cross-border 

regions, with a view to transferring and 

up scaling innovative solutions, including 

digital, for instance through the European 

Reference Networks (ERNs).

The first Work Program 2021-2022 – with a 
budget about 316 million euros - will be, 

at best, approved in June 2021. HaDEA, 

the new Executive Agency for Health and 

Digital, in charge of its implementation, will 

also participate in the preparation phase of 

the program. 

Here you find a webpage by the European 

Commission dedicated to the Program, 

highlighting the key aspects through a Q&A 
section.

DIGITAL EUROPE PROGRAMME. 
THE GREEN LIGHT OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The European Parliament finally gave the 

green light to the Digital Europe program 

(DEP or DIGITAL), thus consolidating the 

budget agreed within the Council of the 

Union in December, with a total amount 

of 7.58 billion euros (at current prices). The 

program will finance the increase in the 

capacity of European supercomputing and 
data processing (€ 2.2 billion) and will make 

supercomputing more accessible and user-
friendly for public health, with a particular 

attention to the environment, security and 

industry and in particular to SMEs. It will 

strengthen and support the testing and 
experimentation of artificial intelligence 
in the health and mobility sectors and 

encourage Member States to cooperate 

in this area, with the aim of creating a 

European data space. Companies and 

public administrations will also be able to 

make greater use of artificial intelligence 

(2 billion euros). € 1.6 billion is dedicated to 

cybersecurity, to strengthen coordination 

between Member States, enhance Europe's 

capabilities and support the spread of 

cybersecurity technology, infrastructure 

and skills across the economy. Through 

initiatives such as the Competence Center 

and the EU Cybersecurity Network, the 

program will also support digital training, in 

order to equip students and workers with 

the advanced digital skills needed in an 

ever-changing market.

EU-US Tech Allies events (May 
11- June 3)

Considering the renewed scenario of 

reinforced cooperation between EU and 

the USA, stakeholders on both sides of the 

Atlantic are already shaping their strategies. 

Among these, DIGITALEUROPE that has set 

EU-US relations as a key priority for 2021, 

starting with the organization  of a series 

of EU-US events – EU-US Tech Allies - in 

order to look at a range of issues, bringing 

together policymakers and stakeholders 

from both sides of the Atlantic, with the goal 

of developing cooperation on digital and 

trade matters. Read on for further details.

https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/questions-and-answers-eu4health-programme-2021-2027-2021-03-26_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/questions-and-answers-eu4health-programme-2021-2027-2021-03-26_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-europe-fit-for-the-digital-age/file-mff-digital-europe-programme/04-2021
https://www.digitaleurope.org/
https://tech-allies.eu/
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About The Digital Rulebook (June 3)| 

The revolution of digital transformation 

continues apace, and has never been as 

central as during the Covid-19 pandemic. In 

a digital world that knows no borders, the EU 

and the US share an interest – even a duty – 

to guide the social and economic impacts 

of this phenomenon on the global stage. 

At this year’s Munich Security Conference, 

President Joe Biden underlined the need for 

transatlantic cooperation to “shape the rules 

that will govern the advance of technology”, 

while EU Commission President Ursula von 

der Leyen has proposed a “transatlantic 

technology alliance”, looking especially to 

the proposed EU-US Trade and Technology 

Council. With Brussels and Washington 

sharing this ambition towards global digital 

rules, the question becomes: how to put this 

into practice? DIGITALEUROPE is bringing 

together decision-makers and stakeholders 

to discuss this question, and the prospects 

for a EU-US-led global Digital Rulebook.

For registrations: https://eu-ems.com/

register.asp?event_id=4580 

EVENTI E INIZIATIVE

Public Health and Responsible 
Innovation in a post-Covid 
Europe (May 20)

The event is 

organized by DMU - 

De Montfort 

University in Leicester 

- in collaboration with La Caixa. It is 

positioned at the interface of health and 
technologies and emerges out of the 'Living 

Innovation (LIV:IN)' project that focuses on 

responsible innovation around the way we 

will live in 2030. The event takes 'public and 
preventative health' as its theme. It is, 

therefore, concerned with the way that 

technologies can help with our future health 

and demographic challenges. 

The event itself will (among other things) 

pitch some of the issues around responsibility 

in business in the context of

• changing health needs and the use of 

health data;

• imperatives around health behaviours;

• post-COVID markets for health-related 

products (digital health / telehealth and 

telemedicine);

• European perspectives and initiatives 

(e.g. for due diligence and non-financial 

reporting); and

• the merits of standards and metrics    

• For registration, here it is the link. 

https://eu-ems.com/register.asp?event_id=4580
https://eu-ems.com/register.asp?event_id=4580
https://www.living-innovation.net/news/article?id=209&title=public-health-and-responsible-innovation-in-a-post-covid-europe
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European Public Health Week 
(May 17-21)

The week aims to raise awareness of 

important public health issues and connect 

the professionals who contribute to them 

across Europe. The scheduled events are 

the following:

• May 17: Communicating science and 

health

• May 18: New challenges in mental health

• May 19: Your local community

• May 20: All for one health

• May 21: Leaving no one behind

Particular attention will be paid to the topic 

"COVID-19 and health inequalities: how to 

act for change". The discussion will  deal with 

how much the COVID-19 pandemic has 

aggravated inequalities and how to invest 

in initiatives/good practices that could 

favor a change in the system. Professor 

Clare Bambara will present the results of her 

new publication The Unequal Pandemic: 

COVID-19 e Health Inequality.

To find out how to participate, you can 

consult the page of EUPHA - European 

Public Health Association, member of the 

Users Consultation Group of IDIH project.

Happy Aging (Belgium): 
Hackathon for Covid Rehab 
(May 17-21)

VR4REHAB is 

looking for 

professionals who 

want to help to 

find XR solutions in 

the field of medical 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 

especially for patients suffering from 

Covid-19. Whether you are on your own or 

with an already formed team, you have the 

opportunity to participate in the virtual 

hackathon, 17-21 May 2021.

For more details: https://vr4rehab.

org/2021/04/21/hackathon-for-covid-

rehab/ 

G20 Global Health Summit (May 21)

For the first time, Italy takes over the 

presidency of the G20. A presidency 

articulated around the formula of the three 

Ps: 'People, Planet and Prosperity' and which 

will culminate in the G20 Summit scheduled 

in Rome on 30 and 31 October. The Italian 

Presidency and the European Commission 

will also host the G20 Global Health Summit, 

scheduled for May 21 in Rome, with the 

declared objective of addressing the 

challenges associated with the health 
emergency.

Here the reference website prepared by the 

Presidency, which contains a first calendar 

of the various Forums.

Per la prima volta l'Italia assume la presidenza 

del G20. Una presidenza articolata intorno 

alla formula delle tre P: ‘Persone, Pianeta 

e Prosperità’ e che culminerà nel Vertice in 

programma a Roma il 30 e 31 ottobre. 

La Presidenza italiana e la Commissione 

europea ospiteranno inoltre il G20 Global 

Health Summit, previsto a Roma il 21 maggio, 

con l’obiettivo dichiarato di affrontare le 

sfide connesse all’emergenza sanitaria.

Di seguito  il sito predisposto dalla Presidenza  

che contiene  un primo calendario dei 

diversi Forum.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Unequal-Pandemic-COVID-19-Health-Inequalities/dp/1447361237
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Unequal-Pandemic-COVID-19-Health-Inequalities/dp/1447361237
https://eupha.org/how_can_I_get_involved
http://www.idih-global.eu
https://vr4rehab.org/2021/04/21/hackathon-for-covid-rehab/
https://vr4rehab.org/2021/04/21/hackathon-for-covid-rehab/
https://vr4rehab.org/2021/04/21/hackathon-for-covid-rehab/
https://ispo.maillist-manage.eu/click.zc?od=2f2e831ae0e14bcd35d9ef6160d214074&repDgs=166050cc7b669dc&linkDgs=166050cc7b5bbb5&mrd=166050cc7b5be3d&m=1
https://ispo.maillist-manage.eu/click.zc?od=2f2e831ae0e14bcd35d9ef6160d214074&repDgs=166050cc7b669dc&linkDgs=166050cc7b5bbb5&mrd=166050cc7b5be3d&m=1
https://ispo.maillist-manage.eu/click.zc?od=2f2e831ae0e14bcd35d9ef6160d214074&repDgs=166050cc7b669dc&linkDgs=166050cc7b5bbb5&mrd=166050cc7b5be3d&m=1
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The theme of the IUHPE conference will be 

"Health Promotion: Transformative Action 

in a Changing Europe". The event aims to 

highlight the health promotion work done 

by various institutions and organizations 

across Europe and promote networking and 

the exchange of ideas.

Health promotion, therefore, as a 

transdisciplinary action that has contributed 

to shaping public health in a changing 

Europe. One session, in particular, will 

focus on the professional competencies 

and organizational skills needed for health 

promotion to rise to the challenge, critically 

examining experiences to date. 

For more information and to register: http://

www.iuhpeconferences21.com/

IDIH WEEK – Info Day & Brokerage on the International Cooperation 
opportunities for Digital Health & Ageing (June 1-4) 

A 4 days online event dedicated to 
researchers, innovators, care providers and 
users associations dealing with Digital Health 
for Active and Healthy Ageing (AHA).  

Information, Networking&Matchmaking, 
and Co-creation sessions among all the 
key-stakeholders of digital solutions for AHA 
in Europe, Canada, China, Japan, South 
Korea and USA.

This event is part of the activities of the 
European project IDIH - International 
Digital Health Cooperation for Preventive, 

Integrated, Independent and Inclusive 
Living

Visit the following pages to know more 
about the agenda of the IDIH Week and 
how you can participate: 

• Session 1 | Info Day (June 1st, 2021)
• Session 2 | Partnering Days (June 2nd and 

3rd, 2021)
• Session 3 | Innovation Day (June 4th, 

2021)

For registrations: https://idih-week-2021.
b2match.io/ 

11TH IUHPE European Conference On Health Promotion (May 15-16)

http://www.iuhpeconferences21.com/
http://www.iuhpeconferences21.com/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
http://www.idih-global.eu
http://www.idih-global.eu
http://www.idih-global.eu
http://www.idih-global.eu
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/page-4061
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/page-1801
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/page-4121
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
https://idih-week-2021.b2match.io/
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 EU R&I DAYS 2021 (June 23-24) 

The European Commission has finally 
presented the program for the next R&I 
Days 2021, this year scheduled for June 23-
24. The event will harness the strengths of the 
previous edition, leaving a lot of space for 
citizens and interested parties to be directly 
involved in the definition of policies for R&I, 
in a renewed and strengthened exercise of 
co-design. The two days of June will address 
numerous topics, first of all Horizon Europe: 
in fact, specific sessions are planned for 
the Missions and the signing of the MoU 
for European Partnerships. In addition, the 
events will strongly promote the sessions on 
the green and digital transition, the new 
European Research Area and the synergies 
with the Health Union, mainly with the 
preparation of the future HERA. 

To enrich the program, international 
cooperation will also be discussed, 
specifically the issue of the Association with 
Horizon Europe and the Global Approach 
for R&I. The numerous workshops planned 
will be interesting, organized in interactive 
sessions to deepen some other themes, 
suche as the Model Grant Agreeement and 
the Funding & Tenders Portal.

Visit this page to know more about the 

programme of both Days.

Health-Enhancing Physical 
Activity (HEPA) Europe 2021 
Conference (September 1-3)

The sixteenth annual meeting and eleventh 
conference of HEPA Europe will be 
hosted by the Université Côte d'Azur. The 

conference is jointly organized with WHO 
Europe, in collaboration with the city of Nice 
and the French Society of Public Health. 
This year, the HEPA Europe conference 
will focus on "An ecosystem approach to 
promoting physical activity that improves 
health". The aim of the conference is to 
engage policy makers, clinicians, scientists 
and other stakeholders, as well as citizens, 
to engage in the field of promoting physical 
activity for the benefit of health.

For more information: 

https://hepaeurope2021.sciencesconf.org/ 

BIO JAPAN 2021 - Yokohama 
(October 13 – 15)

The Bio Japan 2021 Exhibition, now in its 24th 

edition, is one of the most important 

partnering events in the sector in Asia, and 

represents the ideal showcase for the 

Japanese market in which numerous private 

companies and over 50 clusters and 70 

research centers operate. The fair will be 

held in a mixed mode.

The exhibition is divided into numerous 

exhibition areas dedicated to: Drug and 

drug discovery, Drug Discovery support 

and contract services, Medical treatment, 

diagnostics, and medical devices and 

equipments, Food, agriculture, forestry, 

fisheries, and livestock raising, Chemical 

products and cosmetics , Environment 

and energy, Research devices, reagents, 

reagents, disposables and facilities, 

Universities and institutes, Intellectual 

property, legal, and financial services, Bio-

clusters, government and public support, 

etc. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/events/documents/ec_rtd_research-innovation-days-2021-programme.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/events/documents/ec_rtd_research-innovation-days-2021-programme.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/events/upcoming-events/research-innovation-days/programme-day-1
https://hepaeurope2021.sciencesconf.org/
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More details are available on the official 
website https://www.ics-expo.jp/biojapan/

en/info_exhibitor.html 

The initiative is aimed at companies in 

the sector, Districts, Research Centers, 

Universities, Institutes, Associations, and 

intends to facilitate and promote forms 
of industrial, scientific and technological 
collaboration, productive partnerships 
and strategic alliances with Japanese 

organizations for the realization of innovative 

research and technological development 

projects.

European Week of Active And 
Healthy Ageing (October 12-18)

A programme change for the EUROPEAN 

WEEK OF ACTIVE AND HEALTHY AGEING 

(AHA) which should have been held in Trieste 

in May and which instead will be held online 

from 18 to 22 October, in collaboration with 

the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region.

It is a joint initiative of the AAL, EIP on AHA and 

JPI MYBL program whose overall objective 

is to promote a common European vision 
on active and healthy aging, to support 
research and development of an agenda 
for AHA.

The event will draw inspiration from the 

Decade of Healthy Aging launched by 

WHO in 2020, in order to discuss and share 

priorities and approaches in a collaborative 

spirit.

The main topics proposed by the WHO that 

will be addressed during this initiative are:

• How to build a platform for innovation 

and change;

• Align health systems with the needs of an 

aging population;

• Intergenerational solidarity;

• Support the socio-economic reasons for 

investing in the AHA area

It is recommended to monitor the AAL 

website for more details coming1. http://

www.aal-europe.eu/  

14th European Public Health 
Conference - Dublin, Ireland 
(November 10-13)

Our food, our health, our Earht: A Sustainable 
Future for Humanity is the theme of the 14th 

EPH conference which will be articulated 

through different perspectives of analysis:

• Gender health at the margins or the 

centre?

• Digital Health
• Workforce and Skills

• Climate Emergency

• Food policy, global health and the 

Sustainable Development Goals

The EPH conference offers excellent 

opportunities to learn from the latest 

research and best practices, to network 

with experts and peers, and to expand your 

professional horizons. You can submit your 

abstract for all areas of research, including 

on public health practices, policies and 

education. Abstracts are considered 

for presentations and posters. Workshop 

proposals are considered for 60 or 90 minute 

sessions.

For more information and to register: 

https://ephconference.eu/2021-

registration-fees-and-information-276

https://www.ics-expo.jp/biojapan/en/info_exhibitor.html
https://www.ics-expo.jp/biojapan/en/info_exhibitor.html
http://www.aal-europe.eu/
http://www.aal-europe.eu/
https://ephconference.eu/2021-registration-fees-and-information-276
https://ephconference.eu/2021-registration-fees-and-information-276
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IDIH 
SHOT

IDIH 4TH PROJECT MEETING 

A SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE 
PICTURES OF IDIH AND ITS PROGRESS

On the 1st and 2nd of March the 4th IDIH project meeting took place online. The consortium had the 
opportunity to discuss the evolution of the project and plan for the next key events and actions.
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@IDIHglobal IDIH Global

idih-global.eu

idih-global.eu/news-events/#pagenews-newsletter 
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